


S 


Belchertown, Granby & Amnerst 


ENITINEL 


YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 


L915 





A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





—) COMMUNITY 
| Clapp Memorial Library 





update...p. 4 





REGION 
‘Say Their Names’ 
mural completed...p. 5 


Volume 105 * Number 13 








SPORTS 
Valley Wheel gets 
readys...p. 11 








PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 


PALMER, MA 
PERMIT NO. 22 





ECR-WSS 
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER 


THURSDAY, 
JULY 2, 2020 


www.sentinel.turley.com 


AMHERST 

U.S. Navy conducts 
Freedom of Navigation 
Operation...p. 16 





Belchertown 
hosts hybrid 
meeting 


An ATM unlike 
any other 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Writer 


BELCHERTOWN —- The 
Special and Annual Town 
Meetings were held in the 
Belchertown High School gym 
and on the tennis courts on 
Saturday and with “tremen- 
dous effort” the two-hour event 
went “nearly perfect” accord- 
ing to Town Administrator Gary 
Brougham. 

Brougham explained the meet- 
ing normally occurs on the sec- 
ond Monday in May and “‘histori- 
cally the annual operating budget 
is approved for the upcoming fis- 
cal year which starts on July 1. 
We also take care of other neces- 
sary business — the warrant might 
have 45 to 50 articles on it.” 

This year there were 30 arti- 
cles on the annual meeting war- 
rant to reduce the time of the 
meeting, according to Brougham. 

The date of the meeting was 
rescheduled to June 27 after a 
citizens’ petition expressed 
desire for an outdoor element 
along with an inside element. 

“The meeting on Saturday 
was a composite of many peo- 
ple’s expertise and abilities,” 
Brougham said. 

He added that in addition to 
COVID-19, the town meeting 
occurred after the annual elec- 
tion. The town moderator and 
assistant town moderator were 
running the meeting for the first 
time. 

“Tt was a really unusual situa- 
tion the moderator appointed an 
assistant moderator and we had 
the town attorney, Greg Corbo, 
present. Because of what was 
taking share in the week of the 
meeting, we asked him if anoth- 
er attorney may be available to 
come help out — recognizing 
there were two new moderators. 
Another attorney, Jeff Blake, 
travelled out on Saturday.” 

In order to have both a hybrid 
meeting, there was technical 
measures including microphones, 
cameras and mic systems. 

There were two screens in 
place — one in each location — 
put in place by Theatrics. To 
record the meeting, Peg and 
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People saliaedani on the Belchertown Common last Thursday tc to attend the Belchertown Justice Collaborative’s saat for ‘Gestis Floyd. 


Speakers call for change 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Writer 


BELCHERTOWN —- With 
15 members and count- 
ing the Belchertown Justice 
Collaborative hosted a vigil for 
George Floyd on the common 
last week. 

The group composed of 
high school and college stu- 
dents spoke about their own 
experiences with racism in 
Belchertown, called on white 
allies to take action and honored 
the lives lost to police brutality 
in the United States. 


The justice collaborative 
formed after the death of George 
Floyd to “start a long-term con- 
versation about racial justice, 
accountability and communi- 
ty solidarity in Belchertown,” 
according to its Facebook page. 

The young adults gave 
speeches including reading poet- 
ry, prayers and having an eight 
minute and forty-six second 
moment of silence for the time 
a police officer Derek Chauvin 
had his knee on George Floyd’s 
neck, killing him. 


See VIGIL, page 8 « 


During her speech, 
Enyonam Adoboe said, 
“Racism has certainly 
found its home here 

in Belchertown, so | do 
fear. This town needs to 
change and clearly that 
will take a lot of work.’ 











Call Surner 


All articles 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Writer 


BELCHERTOWN - Each article 
on the Special and Annual Town 
Meeting was approved by voters 
on Saturday with either a majority 


Belchertown Police Chief Christopher 
Pronovost spoke about how the pro- 

posed article for a motorcycle would 
be used to monitor speeding in town. 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 


or by unanimous vote including a 
canine cruiser and motorcycle for 
the Belchertown Police Department 
and a citizens’ petition endorsing 
the protection of pollinators. 


Police motorcycle 
Belchertown Police Chief 
Christopher Pronovost said the 
motorcycle would be to control one 
of the major complaints in town — 
traffic complaints about speeding. 


Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched uty 
Breast Cancer. = 


and ask for our 
cue PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 


HEATING CO., INC. 


approved at ATM, STM 


“T get probably six to a dozen 
calls a week about people speed- 
ing, not stopping at cross walks,” 
he said. “Some of these areas are 
extremely difficult for a cruiser to 
do traffic enforcement. We’ve tried 
education awareness, speed boards, 
but there are simply some areas in 
town where it is not safe or not pos- 
sible to park a cruiser.” 


See ARTICLES, page 16 
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Correction 


It was reported in the story “Barry scores select- 
board seat” published in the June 25 issue of the 
Belchertown Sentinel Alyssa Mandeville’s name 
was spelled incorrectly. 
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MEMORIALS 


alae 


haluchsmemorials.com 


Welcome, H 
e Born April 22, 2019 


° 9 Ibs. 22 inches 
Proud Parents 
Lydia & Mike Ryan 


Baby’s First Name: 
Parents (names & hometown): 
Siblings (names & hometown): 


Maternal Grandparents (names 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


Cemetery Memorials ¢ Markers 
Granite Benches 


— RAY HALUCH INC. — 
1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 


Place your FREE 
Announcement 


in The Sentinel. 
Photos Encouraged 


ayley Ryan! 


To submit your announcement 
complete this form and send to 
The Sentinel, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

Or email: sentinel@turley.com 


& hometown): 


Paternal Grandparents (names & hometown): 


Birthdate: 


Additional info: 





Religious Statuary ¢ Outdoor Display 





i COMMUNITY 


School Committee issues 
statement on racism 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN - At its meeting last 
week, the Belchertown School Committee 
unanimously approved the following state- 
ment. 

The Belchertown School Committee is 
outraged over the acts of discrimination 
and violence toward people of color in our 
country, while acknowledging that these 
are simply extreme examples of pervasive 
inequity. 

Over the past several weeks, we have 
been listening and learning about specific 
examples of racism and discrimination 
toward specific groups within our school 
community. 

We unequivocally reject discrimina- 
tion, racism, violence and hatred wherever 
it may occur. We further recognize that 
discrimination comes in many forms and 
affects many different people and groups. 

The entire School Committee agrees 
that racism and related forms of discrim- 
ination are deeply seated problems in our 
school community which require action 
for the sake of all students. 

We set forth a commitment to redesign 
the schools to remove racism from this 
school district, including from the areas of 
curriculum, pedagogy, family engagement, 
policy, student experience and disciplinary 
practices. 

As schools have the responsibility to 


equip students with their civil right of 
obtaining a free and appropriate public 
education, it is our responsibility to create 
a welcoming community for all students. 

We will support all district staff, 
including School Committee members, 
with annual professional development on 
diversity, equity and inclusion; and we 
will commit to recruiting and retaining a 
diverse and culturally responsive teaching 
workforce. 

We will examine our policies for insti- 
tutional and systemic racialized practices 
and implement change with sustainable 
policies that are evidence based; and We 
will incorporate into the district curricu- 
lum the history of racial oppression and 
works by black authors and works from 
diverse perspectives; and we as school dis- 
trict leaders will no longer remain silent to 
the issues of racism and hate that continue 
to plague our public and private institu- 
tions. 

Resolved: that Belchertown and all the 
school districts in the Commonwealth 
must guarantee that racist practices are 
eradicated, and diversity, equity and inclu- 
sion 1s embedded and practiced for our 
students, families, faculty and staff. 

We must ensure our own school cul- 
ture and that of every district in the 
Commonwealth is anti-racist, that 
acknowledges that all lives cannot matter 
until black lives matter. 





BCTV schedule and shows 


Thursday, July 2 
8 a.m. — Selectmen - June 19 
10 a.m. — Town Meeting - June 27 
7 p.m. — Selectmen - June 19 
9 p.m. — Town Meeting - June 27 


Friday, July 3 
8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
9 a.m. — Belchertown Justice Vigil 
7 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
8 p.m. — Belchertown Justice Vigil 


Saturday, July 4 
e 4 p.m. — Curious Giraffe 
e 4:30 p.m. — Curious Giraffe 
e 7 p.m. — Fireworks 


Sunday, July 5 
e 4:30 p.m. — St. Francis Roman Catholic 
Church 
¢ 6 p.m. — Christ Community Church 
e 7 p.m. — Hope United Methodist Church 


Monday, July 6 
8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
9 a.m. — Belchertown Justice Vigil 
5 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
6:30 p.m. — Selectmen - Channel 191 
7 p.m. — Conservation Comm. - Channel 
192 


Little Friends 


Child Care Center 


‘e 


Lic. # 8509640 


Caring for Children 1 year up to 9 years 
Full day, before and after school programs 
and a morning preschool program offered 


4 1 3 - , 2 3 -8 44 7 www. LittleFriends39.com 


Owner 

Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 
Fully Insured 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 


58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 


Residential 
Commercial 
Industrial 


Tuesday, July 7 
8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe 
8:30 a.m. — Curious Giraffe 
4 p.m. — Curious Giraffe 
4:30 p.m. — Curious Giraffe 
7 p.m. — Planning Board - Channel 191 


Wednesday, July 8 
e 8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
e 7 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 


The BCTV Studio is located at 68 State 
St., Belchertown. BCTV channels are 
191, 192 and 193. The BCTV schedule is 
available at www.Belchertown.org. On the 
main title page select “residents,” click 
on Belchertown Community Television. 
Selected BCTV shows are also available 
on Vimeo. Go to www.Belchertown.org, go 
to quick links and click on “watch meetings 
and events online.” The schedule is subject 
to change. 

The BCTV weather information system 
is broadcast on TV channel 193 and dis- 
plays the current weather conditions at 
the BCTV station as well as, the current 
regional radar. This service operates 24 
hours a day with audio provided by the 
National Weather Service from Albany New 
York, with forecasts, storm and emergency 
warnings for the Pioneer Valley. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 


pied by the item in the 


advertisement. 
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i COMMUNITY 


Sen. Lesser joins bill to 
pass elections for voting 


safety during COVID-19 


BOSTON -— Senator Eric P. 
Lesser joined colleagues in the 
Senate on June 16 to unanimous- 
ly pass legislation to expand 
voter access and address safety 
for all remaining 2020 elections, 
including the September 1, 2020 
state primary and November 3, 
2020 general election, in light of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. Senator Lesser acted as the 
lead Senate sponsor and authored 
an amendment that was adopted 
establishing a mail ballot request 
online portal for residents. 
The bill was originally filed in 
the House by Representative 
Michael J. Moran, Second 
Assistant Majority Leader, and 
Representative John J. Law, 
co-chair of the Joint Committee 
on Election Laws, in collabora- 
tion with a large coalition of vot- 
ing-rights organizations. 

The bill, An Act relative to 
voting options in response to 
COVID-19, would, for the first 
time in state history, give all eli- 
gible residents the opportunity 
to vote early for the state prima- 
ry and general election, allow 
residents to vote-by-mail, and 
expand absentee ballot access. 

“Voting 1s a sacred constitu- 
tional right and we have an obli- 
gation to make sure our elections 
will be conducted safely,” said 
Senator Lesser. “COVID-19 has 
disrupted our way of life. A lot 
has changed and a lot has closed, 
but there is one thing about our 
society that cannot be canceled, 
delayed, or changed. On the first 
Tuesday of November, we vote 
for our leaders. Through wars, 
pandemics, and natural disas- 
ters, the American people and the 
people of Massachusetts vote. 
That is a sacred right and it is 
the foundational right on which 
every right depends. This legis- 







11 North Main Street, Belchertown 


413-213-1500 
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531 Bardwell Street, $259,900 


Over 100 Properties 
SOLD Yearly* 


* Source: MLSPIN & FLEXMLS 
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lation lays out a clear process for 
making sure the 2020 elections 
are conducted safely and with 
maximum participation.” 

The bill does the following: 

Implements an early vote-by- 
mail system: An application to 
receive an early voting ballot will 
be mailed to all registered voters 
by July 15, 2020. The Secretary 
will then mail another applica- 
tion for the general election in 
the voter booklet sent out in the 
fall. Both applications and bal- 
lots will be postage paid. 

Creates early voting for the 
primary and expands early vot- 
ing periods: For the first time in 
Massachusetts, early voting will 
be available for the state prima- 
ry, to take place from Saturday, 
August 22, 2020 through 
Friday, August 28, 2020. Early 
voting for the general election 
would take place from Tuesday, 
October 17, 2020 to Friday, 
October 30, 2020. Early vot- 
ing hours would vary according 
to the size of the municipality 
in order to give voters ample 
opportunity to participate while 
not overburdening small towns’ 
election departments. Voters may 
return their early voting ballot in 
the mail, in a secure drop box, or 
in person. 

Tasks the Secretary of State 
with creating an online por- 
tal: The bill requires Secretary 
Galvin’s office to create an 
online portal by October 1, 2020 
to make it as easy as possible 
for people to apply for general 
election early voting ballots elec- 
tronically. 

Expands absentee voting: The 
bill provides for absentee vot- 
ing by any person taking precau- 


See VOTING, page 10 
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50 Hickory Hill, $385,00 
LAND 


1.44 acres on Old Sawmill Rd. 100k 
2.19 acres on Ware Road 100k 
3.5 Acres on Michael Sears 60k 

Jensen Road, 125k 


Selectboard reorganizes, opens 
playground and skatepark 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff Report 


BELCHERTOWN — People 
can use the skatepark and 
Jessica’s Boundless Playground 
at their own risk following 
Selectboard approval on Monday 
evening. 

With guidance from Quabbin 
Health Director Judy Metcalf, 
the board recommended signage 
explaining the areas would not 
be sanitized between uses for 
non-organized activities and that 
masks were recommended. 

Selectboard member Nick 
O’Connor said another point 
made by Metcalf was that if there 
was organized use by a sum- 
mer camp or day care, the group 
would be responsible for cleaning 
the area after use. 


Selectboard Chair Ed Boscher 
said up until recently there was 
no way to enforce guidelines. 

“Unattended parks are under a 
different set of restrictions and if 
we put up proper signage saying 
we are not disinfecting them, that 
we can open those up,” he said. 
“That falls in line with most pub- 
lic parks — use at your own risk.” 

Belchertown Recreation 
Department Director Kyle 
Thibeault told the selectboard 
he would be able to get signage 
posted for both of the locations. 

Selectboard member Gail 
Gramarossa pointed out fami- 
lies should take care of their own 
cleaning needs while using the 
areas. 

“If you’re bringing children 
there you might want to clean 
their hands afterwards,’ she said. 


“The equipment itself will not 
be cleaned but that doesn’t mean 
you can’t take care of your own 
needs.” 

Reorganization 

Following the discussion, the 
Selectboard reorganized and with 
a unanimous vote, Gramarossa 
was elected the new chair, 
Jennifer Turner was elected the 
new Vice Chair and Jim Barry 
was elected the Selectboard 
Clerk. 

Boscher made the motions and 
commented that the group had 
quite the year. 

“T look forward to the next 
year as a regular member of the 
board,” he said. “The past two 
years Gail has done a phenome- 
nal job acclimating herself to the 
board and taking leadership steps 
as the Vice Chair.” 


Summer reading challenge week three 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN - This year, 
the summer reading theme for 
libraries across the country is 
“Tmagine your story.” 

There are two options — one is 
to register online at www.clap- 
plibrary.org and make an account 
in Beanstack to join “Escape the 
Enchanted Forest.” Or to follow 
the Sentinel each week and then 
report to the Clapp Memorial 
when you have completed 
an activity. For those reading 
along each week in the newspa- 
per, be sure to keep a log and 
track all the completed activi- 
ties and report it to the library, 
either by calling 323-0417 or 
email clapp@cwmars.org. 

For those looking to go online, 
visit www.clapplibrary.org to 
register for all programs. 

Imagine Your Story is for 


children ages 11 and young- 
er. Children will create an online 
account through Beanstack, 
found on the library’s website. 

There is a program called 
“Escape the Enchanted Forest” 
where children will complete 
activities such as cooking, build- 
ing, learning magic tricks, read- 
ing and more to make their way 
through a world of fairies, giants, 
castles, trolls, monsters and other 
mythical creatures. Each activity 
they complete will earn them a 
raffle ticket for prizes. This sum- 
mer most prizes will be gift cer- 
tificates to local businesses. 

This week’s challenge is: 


Anansi in the Web 
A glowing bead of light catch- 
es your eye. You lean close to a 
fern and see a dew-covered spi- 
derweb reflecting the pale sun- 
light that filters through the trees 


Quick as a flash, a spider scuttles 
to the center of the web. 

“You're caught in my web for- 
ever, for I am Anansi, and you 
cannot trick a trickster.” 

Quick! You’ll have to think of 
some way to get away from this 
clever creature. 

Activity — Learn a magic trick 

It can be any type of magic 
trick, but you must show it to 
someone for Anansi to know that 
you’ve really learned how to do 
the trick. 


Did you build a 

fairy house last week? 
Your fairy house is perfect! 
The fairies are so pleased with 
their new home that they sprinkle 
golden fairy dust over you. As the 
dust settles, the world spins, and 
you suddenly find yourself far 
beyond the fairies’ glade. It’s a 

good gift for a job well done. 
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85 Canal, $346,000 


The REALTORS with the 
FREE Moving Truck, Odor Removal 


Machine & Carpet Cleaner 


INDIVIDUAL REALTORS 


Patrick Nolan 
Lisa Bombard 
Laurie Swift 
Anna Marsh 
Mike Goncalves 
Phim Mar 
Autumn Duby 
Brooke Packard 


LOOKING 
TO TAKE THE 
REAL ESTATE 

COURSE? 

Call Patrick Nolan 


WITH TEAM POWER 


413.786.5047 
413.250.5758 
413.575.7831 
413.459.3457 
413.636.1335 
401.533.0242 
413.230.7557 
508.612.0821 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR JULY 4TH! 


Locally Grown 


Strawberries 
Red, Ripe & Delicious 
While They Last! 








Locally Grown Produce 
Arriving Daily! 
Red Raspberries, Hot House Tomatoes, 


Yellow & Zucchini Squash, Cucumbers, 
Pickling Cukes, Cabbage and MORE! 


Pieni ¢ Favorites 
Randall's Kitchen 


Summer Salads ~ Potato Salads 
(we make more than one kind), 
Pasta Salads, Cucumber Salad, Crispy Slaws, 
Fresh Fruit Salad, Baked Beans, Meatballs 


—— FOR THE GRILL —— 
USDA 80% Lean Ground Beef Patties 
& Mini “Slider” Ground Beef Patties 

Hot Dogs & Kielbasa 


Fresh Baked Pies, Cookies & 
Red, White & Blueberry Desserts 


GREAT Selection of 


Gluten Free Foods 
For Your Summer Picnics 


Big Selection of Ice Cold 

Beer, Hard Seltzers 
& Hard Ciders 

Featuring Local Breweries 


Elsie’s Creamery 
The Best Homemade Ice Cream 


Hand Packed Pints 
& Half Gallons 
In All Your Favorite Flavors 
<=» Available in the Main Store 














Elsie's Creamery Window Service Is 
Closed Due To Social Distancing 


be Happy Birthday Americal 
~ Sparkler Bouquets 


od 
aap "stceou $12.99 


Perennial of the Week 


Stella D'Oro Day Lilies 


Reblooming, Easy Care, Golden Yellow 


’ One Gallon Pot “7.99 
> 


, ALWAYS FRESH AT 








631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM 
OPEN JULY 4TH 7AM - GPM 


Find us on and Youl/{) 
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Clapp Memorial Library update 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN — Curbside 
service is in full swing at the Clapp 
Memorial Library. 

Patrons can call the library, reserve 
items online through the library cat- 
alog, or send an email to clappre- 
quests @cwmars.org. When items are 
ready, patrons will receive a phone 
call to set up an appointment time. 
Statewide delivery of materials is 
beginning on a staggered schedule. 

The Clapp will begin receiving 
delivery on July 6, so Interlibrary 
Loan is still not available at this time. 
Patrons are advised to limit catalog 
searches to the collection owned by 
the Clapp Memorial Library for the 
time being. 

Library staff are happy to choose 
a selection of items based on general 
interests, or specific themes or genres. 

Requested items will be checked 
out, bundled or bagged and set on the 
front porch for a contact-less pickup. 

Patrons are limited to 10 items 
per individual or 20 per family. Five 
requests at a time can be accepted 
over the phone. 

The book drop is now open 24/7 to 
accept returned items. 

All returns are quarantined before 
being checked in and returned to the 
shelves. 

Patrons should note that returned 
items will still show up as checked 
out to a library account until the cur- 
rent quarantine period of 72 hours has 
expired. 

No fines will accrue during this 
time. 

Summer hours will begin on July 1. 

The library accepts phone calls and 
books pickup appointments until 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesdays. 


Junior volunteer program 

The Clapp Memorial Library is tak- 
ing applications for its annual Junior 
Volunteer (JV) program, running this 
year until August 22nd. This year, 
the library is reinventing the pro- 
gram to allow students to volunteer 
from home. As usual, all students 
who complete the JV program will 
receive a letter for their school files. 
This summer, to fulfill the require- 
ments for being a JV, students must 
complete the application, complete at 
least one JV task listed in the applica- 
tion, and register for and participate in 
the Teen Summer Reading Program. 
Students in grade 6 may register for 
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Library Technician and Teen Coordinator Ruthie Sterling arranges items for pickup. 


the Children’s Reading Program 
instead of the Teen Summer Reading 
Program. Students must be entering 
grades 6 to 12 to apply. Students can 
find the application online at clappli- 
brary.org under the “Teens” tab. 


Teen summer reading program 

Teens entering grades 7 to 12 are 
encouraged to sign up for the Clapp 
Memorial Library’s Teen Summer 
Reading Program. Teens can go to 
clapplibrary.beanstack.org to regis- 
ter, or find the link at clapplibrary.org 
under the “Teens” tab. 

This year, teens can earn one raf- 
fle ticket for every book they read or 
listen to this summer (up to five) and 
for every book review they write (up 
to five). 

Teens can earn additional raffle 
tickets by attending the library’s vir- 
tual teen programs and by complet- 
ing weekly challenges announced 
on the library’s teen Instagram (@ 
clapplibrarytab) and Facebook (Clapp 
Library Teen Page) accounts. 

If an online teen summer reading 
program is inaccessible to you, call 
the library at 413-323-0417 to register 
for our “mostly offline,’ “paper ver- 
sion” of the Teen Summer Reading 
Program. You must be a teen entering 
grades 7 to 12 to register. The Teen 





Tegan Mannino, Technology and Technical 
Services Librarian, packs items for curbside 
pickup. 


Summer Reading Program runs until 
August 22, 2020. 

For more information, please call 
the library at 413-323-0417, visit the 
website at www.clapplibrary.org,or 
email clapprequests @cwmars.org. 
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STAFF REPORT 


_.. Rec. Department and Cultural 


Council to host drive-in movie night 
facebook.com/events/28 1412563096698/?ac- 


tive_tab=discussion. 


BELCHERTOWN - For those looking for 
a summer outing, there will be a drive-in the- 
ater at Belchertown High School parking lot 
on Friday, July 17. 

At 8:15 p.m. parking in the lot will begin 
and the movie will start at 8:45 p.m. There 
O will be a fee of $5 per car. 

Log on to Facebook and vote for the 
movie you would like to see at: https://www. 


The movie options are Sonic the 
Hedgehog, Playing with Fire, Abominable 
and The Secret Life of Pets Two. 

Social distancing will be strictly 
enforced while parking. All families must 
remain in their cars unless walking to 
restrooms. 

Tickets on sale soon at www.belcher- 
townrec.com. 


WHY CHOOSE JIM POTTER? 
Jim Will Help Buy or Sell Your Home! 





Service | 


i * 


BOYDEN & 
PERRON, INC. 
41 So. Whitney St., Amherst 
413-253-7358 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30 
Wed. til 7pm; Sat. 8-4 
www.boydenandperron.com 


jimpotter @ jonesrealtors.com 
jimpotterrealestate.com 


Your 
“Home” Town 
Realtor 


JIM 
POTTER 
413-221-5230 


45 North Main St. 


Top Selling Multi Million Dollar 
Sales Agent for 12 Years 


e 28 Sold Transactions for 2016 
e 28 Sold Transactions for 2017 


e 32 Sold Transactions for 2018 


¢ Buying or Selling, you won’t be 
disappointed with my service. 

e You Il Get Personal Attention from 
ME from Start To Finish 


aeons!’ @ NO TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED 


A Portion Of Every Real Estate Transaction I have will be Donated to 
Support Youth Sports in the Belchertown Recreation Department 
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L-R: Senator Jim Welch; muralist Souls; lead muralist Wane One; Ronn Johnson of 


MLK Jr. Family Services and Senator Eric Lesser. 





PHOTOS COURTESY OF ISABELLA DELLOLIO PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Members of the community attend the press conference announcing the “Say Their Names” Mural. 


Mural Inspired by Death of George Floyd and All Unarmed People of Color Killed by Police 


STAFF REPORT 


SPRINGFIELD —A mural 
inspired by the death of George 
Floyd that pays tribute to 
unarmed people of color killed 
by police, titled “Say Their 
Names,” was completed recent- 
ly, on the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Family Services building, 3 
Rutland Street, Springfield. 

In addition to the mural, 
there is an adjacent area where 
members of the community 


are encouraged to share their 
own tributes and remembranc- 
es on paper doves. The proj- 
ect, which took place over the 
past two days, is organized by 
Common Wealth Murals, orga- 
nizer of Fresh Paint Springfield 
and Rosemary Tracy Woods, 
Executive Director and Chief 
Curator of Art for the Soul 
Gallery. The mural is hosted 
by the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Family Services of Springfield. 
The mural is designed and is 


to stop the 
stigma associated 
with addiction. 


being painted by international- 
ly-known muralist and graffiti 
artist Wane One from New York 
City, with assistance from two 
additional muralists, Nero and 
Souls. All of the artists are donat- 
ing their time to create the mural. 

Wane One painted the East 
Columbus Parking Garage during 
the Fresh Paint Springfield Mural 
Festival in 2019 and a mural 
for the Friends of the Homeless 
Shelter on Worthington Street in 
Springfield. 


The mural, which includes the 
phrase, “Say Their Names,” will 
feature the names of the more 
than 60 unarmed people of color 
who have been killed by police 
in the U.S. in the past 12 months, 
from June 1, 2019 to May 31, 
2020. The people whose names 
are included on the mural are 
those whom police reported as 
unarmed when killed. The names 
and demographics of those killed, 
as well as the circumstances of 
their death, were drawn from 


the research by Mapping Police 
Deaths. 

Wane One has been an active 
and progressive participant in the 
New York City graffiti commu- 
nity for 36 years. Wane One has 
painted over 35 public murals 
in New York City and around 
the world. He has designed for 
legendary hip-hop groups and 
artists like Gangstarr, Jeru the 
Damager and Group Home and 
well-known brands such as Nike, 
Reebok, New Balance and RYU. 


What we say and how we say it makes a difference. 
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That means using terminology that recognizes that substance use disorder 
is a chronic illness, not a moral failing, and people can and do recover. 


Join Us! Go to our website & Facebook page for more information. 


We pledge to treat all people with a substance 
use disorder with dignity and respect. 


We pledge to talk about addiction as a chronic 


illness, not a moral failing. 


We pledge to be leaders in reducing stigma 
and promoting recovery from this disease. 





Prevention. Treatment. Recovery. 





Baystate 
ein Health 


ADVANCING CARE. 
ENHANCING LIVES. 


NON-STIGMATIZING LANGUAGE STIGMATIZING LANGUAGE 


e Substance abuser or drug abuser 
Alcoholic 
Addict 
User 
Abuser 
Drunk 
Junkie 


Person with a substance use disorder 


Babies with an opioid dependency © Addicted Babies/Born addicted 
Substance use disorder or addiction 
Use, misuse 

Risky, unhealthy, or heavy use 


Drug habit 
Abuse 
Problem 


Person in recovery 
Abstinent 

Not drinking or taking drugs Clean 
Treatment or medication for addiction 
Medication for Opioid Use 
Disorder/Alcohol Use Disorder 


Substitution or replacement therapy 
Medication-Assisted Treatment 


Positive, negative (toxicology screen results) Clean, dirty 
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EDITORIAL 


Leave fireworks 
alone this year 


veryone loves a celebration with a bang. 
Whether it’s the pop of a champagne cork, the 
slam of car doors from anticipated party guests, 
to colorful and patriotic displays of fireworks, seem- 
ingly anything worth celebrating ends up with some 
form of explosive behavior. And what’s not to love? 
Especially on the Fourth of July, the celebration of our 
nation’s independence, there’s something special about 
seeing prolonged, kaleidoscopic displays of fireworks; 
about hearing the thunderous applause; about feeling 
the booms, pops and cracks, sometimes from miles 
away. 

Such celebrations truly are spectacular, full-body, 
sensory experiences. Especially when you don’t have to 
work the next morning. But fireworks, being explosive, 
are also spectacularly dangerous even when handled 
appropriately, and this year, with restrictions placed on 
social gatherings, most permitted displays by licensed 
professionals have been canceled or postponed to a date 
to be determined. 

The state’s Division of Fire Services and Fire 
Marshal Peter Ostroskey reminds residents that fire- 
works are illegal to possess and transport into 
Massachusetts, even if legally purchased elsewhere. 
More importantly, the week of the holiday is histor- 
ically among the busiest times for fires and children 
younger than 15-years-of-age account for one-third of 
the severe burn injuries that require hospital visits. 

According to DFS data, in the past decade, there have 
been 858 major fires and explosions resulting in 12 
civilian injuries, 40 fire service injuries and an estimat- 
ed dollar loss of $2.9 million. 

Last year, on July 2, 2019, the Taunton Fire 
Department was called to a fire in a single-family home. 
The fire began while the homeowner was building 
wooden racks to launch illegal fireworks from his deck. 
The racks surrounded him on the deck. One of the 
fireworks exploded and set off many other fireworks. 
The detonations ignited the deck. Two days later on the 
Fourth of July, the Boston Fire Department was called 
to a fire in a three-unit apartment building. The fire was 
started by fireworks on the front porch. The following 
day, July 5, 2019, Boston Fire again responded to a 
three-unit apartment building when neighbors reported 
fireworks ignited a fire. The fire began on the back of 
one building and extended to another three-unit apart- 
ment building next door. Twenty people were displaced 
from their homes by the fires and damages were in 
excess of $700,000. 

More than a fire hazard, igniting fireworks also poses 
serious safety risks that can result in injury or death. 
Even when handled properly by professional crews, 
explosives don’t always go off according to plan and the 
results can be catastrophic. 

According to DES data, from 2010 to 2019, 37 peo- 
ple have been treated at Massachusetts emergency 
rooms for severe burn injuries from fireworks — burns 
covering 5 percent or more of the body. Thirty-three 
percent were children age 14 or younger. An additional 
22 percent were youth aged 15-24. The youngest victim 
was a 7-month old boy. Victims are scarred for life. 

Last year, a 29-year old Charlton man received burns 
to 9 percent of his body and puncture wounds to his 
back from a fireworks explosion. State Police confiscat- 
ed a large cache of illegal fireworks from his home. A 
4-year-old Boston girl received severe burns to her hand 
when grabbing a lit sparkler someone else was holding. 

The possession and use of all fireworks by private cit- 
izens is illegal in Massachusetts. This includes Class C 
fireworks, which are sometimes falsely called “safe and 
sane” fireworks. Class C fireworks include sparklers, 
party poppers, snappers, firecrackers, spinners and 
cherry bombs. Sparklers burn at 1,800 F or higher. It is 
illegal to transport fireworks into Massachusetts, even if 
they were purchased legally elsewhere. Illegal fireworks 
must be confiscated on the spot. 

This year, there is much to celebrate, particularly 
as the state is seemingly making progress in the fight 
against the novel coronavirus. Celebrate explosively 
with friends and family, following public health guide- 
lines, of course. Just leave the real explosives behind 
and give our emergency responders a break. Together, 
let’s have a safe, healthy and happy Fourth of July. 





LETTER 


Selectboard statement 
Letter to the Editor 


A thousand thank you’s to our Belchertown 
Selectboard for their Black Lives Matter and anti-rac- 
ism statement on the Belchertown website. It makes me 
proud of our Selectboard and our town. 

Lorraine Fox 
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LETTERS 


In support of the vigil 
Letter to the editor 


Hi, my name is Lauren Reingold, and I 
am writing to you in support of the June 
25 vigil being held to honor George Floyd, 
elevate voices of color in Belchertown, 
and break white silence. I, myself, am a 
Belchertown resident of 8 years, and a res- 
ident of the Pioneer Valley for 16. I know 
that does not compare with some folks 
whose families have been here for genera- 
tions, but I like to think that in many ways 
I represent many of the values of this com- 
munity. I garden and preserve, hike, ride 
atvs, and am a recent nursing school grad- 
uate who looks forward to finding ways to 
use those skills to contribute. I wanted you 
to hear from people who support this event 
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in order to understand that this is the voice 
of the community, not a voice in oppo- 
sition to the community. I know in some 
other towns there has been a sense that 
this is dissenting minority opinion, but in 
reality, the support for this cause is wide- 
spread, both locally and nationally. This is 
an important moment where the town has 
a chance to voice it’s support for change 
from the violent oppressive status quo to 
a new more just and peaceful one. Change 
is scary, but the people of Belchertown are 
strong and resilient, and they want to be a 
part of this change. Thank you so much for 
your time and consideration. 


Lauren Reingold 


Making Belchertown a welcoming community 


Letter to the editor 


Is Belchertown a safe place to raise our 
kids? Generally, yes. We are an attractive 
town for families with a stable tax base 
able to provide for community services, 
plentiful recreation activities, a quiet rural/ 
suburban feel, low crime and good schools. 

Then how can it be that some children 
and their parents do not feel safe in our 
town and in our schools? How can it be 
that a family looking to buy a home here 
is told “through the grapevine” that neigh- 
bors don’t think that they would be a good 
“fit?” Why did the KKK feel that our town 
was fertile ground to drop pamphlets in 
our neighborhoods? While it is true that 
sometimes the Confederate flag appears 
on personal vehicles or on the common, 
these are all lawful representations of free 
speech protected in the First Amendment. 
However, many perceive these examples as 
an undercurrent of bias, hatred and danger. 

Are our newest community members 
showing up in our K-12 classrooms being 
welcomed? As a former Belchertown High 
School teacher (2004 to 2018), I want it to 


be true that every student feels safe, sup- 
ported and respected by their classmates 
and staff in our schools, regardless of their 
background or identity. But wanting some- 
thing to be true and not listening to the 
lived experience of our students causes as 
much harm as active discrimination or bul- 
lying. How does the undercurrent of hate 
affect our children? Do we have a “that 
doesn’t happen here” attitude? If individ- 
uals do not feel safe, then the space is not 
safe. 

It is a time of reckoning. While inci- 
dents may appear isolated, the composite 
picture shows another story that must be 
heard. We must listen and actively work 
to make Belchertown a welcoming com- 
munity. With this in mind, I openly invite 
any former student of mine to reach out 
to me with your impressions of safety in 
my classroom and in our schools. If there 
was ever a time that you did not feel safe, I 
want to know about it. Please contact me at 
caralapenas2020@ gmail.com. I promise to 
listen and to get to work. 


Cara Lapenas 





Beware of BBQ bugs 
Letter to the editor 


COVID-19 heralds some good news for 
this Independence Day. We won’t be facing 
heavy traffic. And, the scarcity of meat will 
keep our outdoor grills safe. 

Folks who grill hamburgers and hot 
dogs face a nasty choice. The U.S. Meat 
and Poultry Hotline advises grilling at 
high temperature to avoid food poison- 
ing by E. coli and Salmonella bacteria. 
But the National Cancer Institute warns 
that high-temperature grilling of processed 
meats generates cancer-causing com- 
pounds. 

Fortunately, we no longer need to choose 
between food poisoning and cancer! 

A bunch of enterprising U.S. food pro- 
cessors have met this challenge head- 


on by developing a rich variety of con- 
venient, healthful, delicious plant-based 
veggie burgers, veggie dogs and soy nug- 
gets. These products don’t harbor nasty 
bugs or cancer-causing compounds. They 
are missing the cholesterol, saturated fats, 
drugs, hormones and pesticides of their ani- 
mal-based alternatives. And, they are wait- 
ing for us in the frozen food section of our 
favorite supermarket, along with nut-based 
ice creams, and other dairy-free desserts. 

On this Independence Day, let’s declare 
our independence from the meat industry, 
which exposes its workers to COVID infec- 
tion. And, let’s stay away from both the 
COVID and the barbecue bugs! 

Sincerely, 


Abraham Buchholtz 


Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the edi- 
tor should be 350 
words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author- 
ship prior to publi- 
cation. We reserve 
the right to edit or 
withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
5 p.m. 


The Sentine! is published 
every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Melina Bourdeau 
sentine/@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Maureen McGarrett Hall 
mmcegarrett@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ The Sentinel 


WEB 
www.sentinel.turley.com 


Turle yo 


sealed & Inc. 
www.turley.com 





Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
Submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 
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LETTERS 


Thanks to the Clapp 
Memorial Library 


Letter to the editor 


I would like to write a letter of grat- 
itude to the Clapp Memorial Library. 
Ever since my family’s very first trip 
to story time, nearly 10 years ago, we 
were hooked by the fabulous library 
we have here in Belchertown. Story 
times with the fabulous Ms. Jennifer 
were my girls’ early childhood educa- 
tion, the summer reading program pro- 
vided all of our summer activities for 
many years, and I haven’t even men- 
tioned the books! 

We are a family of readers, and 
up until recently I rarely ever bought 
books, we merely ordered any book we 
ever wanted from the library. 

In addition to these services, the 
kindness and grace the librarians have 
shown me over the years as I traipsed 
all over that library with handfuls of 
kids and chaos, never once letting it 
show in their faces what a spectacle 
we were. 

Although I always knew that it 
played a huge role in my family’s 
life, I didn’t realize just how much we 
counted on the library until it closed 
for the pandemic. Suddenly, I was buy- 
ing books in order for us to continue to 
read and came to understand just how 
many books we get from the library. 

Truthfully, the closure of the library 
was among the hardest for my family 
to absorb. 

The Clapp Memorial Library pro- 
vides such an important service to the 
people of Belchertown, from classes to 
books to online platforms to a hub for 
people to meet. 

The library is staffed by wonderful, 
knowledgeable, and caring librarians 
and I would like to offer my sincerest 
thanks to them for all of the work they 
quietly do (pun intended) to make our 
town all the more wonderful. 


Rachel Martins 
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Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
5& Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # B3O9640 littlefriends39.com 


Year Round <& 
Enrollment 





Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations 
Used Cars ¢ Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 
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Activism in Belchertown 
Letter to the editor 


Recently, social media feeds and media 
outlets alike have been flooded with activ- 
ist posts addressing the racial injustices 
in the United States right now. Even in 
small towns of predominantly white popu- 
lations, like Belchertown, people are join- 
ing protests both online and in the streets. 
Arguably before this spike of activism, dis- 
cussions of racial issues (including but not 
exclusively the oppression of Black people) 
were very limited. It is time Belchertown 
breaks its silence. 

Though located in a liberal state, 
Belchertown is not perfect. Racism and 
discrimination are still a problem here; 
we’re not exempt from the centuries of 
implicit bias and institutional racism. Part 
of the problem with systemic racism is that 
it affects many different aspects of life. 
For example, how often do you see a black 
musician promoted in the media that isn’t 
a rap or R&B artist? Or how often do you 
read a novel written by a black author in 
school? Do you remember studying more 
than just the works of MLK Jr. and W.E.B. 
Dubois? 


Another piece of the problem is that 
Black History is framed solely as a series 
of past events. This nurtures the miscon- 
ception that overtime we’ve progressed 
past racism and oppression. Personally, I 
feel that these historical events taught in 
schools need to be connected to the pres- 
ent to more fully understand black issues. 
For example, we learn about segregated 
water fountains, but not how it connects 
and trickles down to situations like racial 
profiling of black people in cafes. We 
must also remember that Black History 
shouldn’t be limited to just the month 
of February. Black History is American 
History and needs to be treated as such. 

Knowledge of history and the past is the 
key to seeking improvement of the present 
and crafting the future. As someone who 
isn’t black, I cannot pretend to understand 
the daily black experience. However, as a 
person of color, I cannot stress the impor- 
tance of staying educated enough. Read 
books by black authors, watch movies with 
black directors. Knowledge is power; we 
must attain it and use it. 


Jena Roseman 





Change starts at home 


Letter to the editor 


I am longtime Belchertown resident and 
community member writing to express my 
support for anti-racist action and conversa- 
tions in Belchertown. 

Belchertown has not always felt like a 
home to me. I grew up in town; I attended 
fairs and summer camps here and read the 
local paper. But when I thought about my 
future the life and the community, I imag- 
ined for myself existed outside the expanse 
of farmland and pizza shops I grew up in. 
I thought that in order to effect changes I 
wanted to see in the world I needed to seek 
Opportunities and communities far away. I 
moved away for college, built new relation- 
ships and started working and living in a 
new place. As many college students do, I 
felt at times disembodied, not just drowning 
in homework but floating in a wider world 
without the sense of place that I had always 
known, but never realized. When I returned 
in the summer after my freshman year, I 
truly came home for the first time. As I 
sat in the auditorium of the Belchertown 


HARDWARE 


our, Lo 
us 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 


Has All Your Summer Needs! 


Lawn & Garden, Great Lines of Paint & All the Necessities 
Weber Grills Assembled & Delivered 
The Best Flashlights on the Streets “Nebo Brand” 
Window & Screen Fixes & Glazed ¢ UPS Mailing & Packaging 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 to 6 ¢ SATURDAY 8 to 4, SUNDAY 10am to 4pm 


323-4521 
ROBERTS ROO 


SEPTIC 


PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 


C Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 


= SWIFT RIVER = 


HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
¢ New Construction 
& Renovations 
¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 





RAILER HITCHES 
SALES & REPAIRS 
Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 


Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ¢ Snow Plow « Sanders 


DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


High School, listened to heartfelt but 
cheesy speeches about hopeful futures and 
high school adventures, and watched as my 
friends graduated, I realized that wherever I 
went in the world, as long as this was home, 
I could always come home. 

Change does not start only in big move- 
ments. Change does not happen only in big 
cities. Change starts at home. And it starts 
through education, conversation, and com- 
munity action. I am writing today to express 
my commitment to anti-racist conversa- 
tion, action, and education in Belchertown 
because I believe that this work is need- 
ed here, and that we, as a community, are 
ready for it. Ready to take on challenging 
conversation, ready to set new goals for 
ourselves. I am here for the long haul, doing 
this work because this is my home and my 
community, and I want to support and grow 
with it as we work to dig deeper, be more 
accountable to one another, and take the 
needed steps towards a fairer and more con- 
nected Belchertown. 

Sincerely, 

Olivia Smith 






SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles * Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing * Snow Removal 
Tel. 413-283-4395 ¢ Cell 413-237-9434 | 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


Auto Service 


Rt. 9 Belchertown/Amherst Line 


253-9302 


Foreign Car Specialists 
Since 1972 


INES 


25 


Mail-in Rebate! Mail-In 


Exclusive to NAPA Stores 
and NAPA AutoCare Centers. 
Limit (2) per customer. 

Offer good only July 1-August 31, 2020. See store for details. 


Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: ‘cet 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA 
(CB ic) ec) 4c ty (21-5 Me) acy acti- 4c) =) 


Weed less 
by planting 
groundcovers 


t’s amazing 
[e amount 

of growth 
crabgrass can 
put on in just a 
matter of weeks. 
Although it feels 
like I was just out 
there weeding, I 
must admit that 
some of my gar- 
dens are inundat- 
ed with it. Had I 
been a better mulcher this past spring, 
it’s likely I wouldn’t have this problem. 
Unfortunately, however, mulch is only 
a temporary solution to our weeds. To 
really be effective in our ornamental 
gardens it must be “refreshed” or top- 
dressed each year. This can amount to a 
great expense if large areas of the yard 
need to be covered. Instead of mulching 
so much consider using groundcovers. 
When used appropriately they can keep 
down the weeds and add another dimen- 
sion of interest to the landscape. Best of 
all, there is one to fit every situation: sun 
or shade, wet or dry! 

One of my favorite groundcovers is 
Ajuga or bugle weed. It smothers weeds 
by quickly forming a dense carpet of 
foliage. The most common type has bur- 
gundy leaves and medium blue flower 
spikes in late spring. Variegated varieties 
are also available as are those that bloom 
in white or pink. It hugs the ground 
except when in flower. Plant in sun or 
partial shade anywhere that the soil 
remains evenly moist. Spring or fall divi- 
sion is fine; set new clumps nine inches 
or more apart. 

Another very effective yet underused 
groundcover is sweet woodruff. Galium 
odoratum grows to a height of six to 
eight inches. Leaves are shiny green, and 
grow in delicate whorls. When crushed 
they release a vanilla fragrance. For this 
reason sweet woodruff was a popular 
strewing herb during Elizabethan times. 
It also is the main ingredient in May 
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See WEEDS, page 8 


S 


Purchase Any Automotive 
NAPA Battery and Receive 
$25 Via 








Rebate! 


the Good 


(HPA) AUTO PARTS \ su 


Proud publishers of 
13 community newspapers 


ES s Turley®, 


Trusted Name Since 1982 





Publications, Inc. 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
or email: 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 
business here! 


THE SENTINEL - THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2020 





Many of those in attendance 

at the Belchertown Justice 
Collaborative vigil bought signs 
in support of Black Lives Matter. 


VIGIL - from page 1 


Members of the collaborative shared 
their individual experiences with racism 
and urged the community to take action. 

Collaborative member, Adwoa Ampiah- 
Bonney spoke about ending the silence and 
challenged people who may not see the 
urgency of the issues of racism. 

“We wanted to raise awareness in a 
meaningful way and we knew that hav- 
ing a protest or demonstration would not 
have the same impact,’ Ampiah-Bonney 
said. “As you know we are a predominantly 
white community so allyship is crucial to 
combating racism here. Although import- 
ant, simply acknowledging racism or say- 
ing, ‘I am not racist’ is not enough to fully 
address the issue.” 

She said people must be held account- 
able for the decisions made and have diffi- 
cult conversations with family, friends and 
community members. 

During his speech, Belchertown High 
School sophomore Gershom Landford said 
being the youngest person in his family and 
the youngest speaker at the event he has the 
experience of being a Black kid growing up 
an all-white community. 

“T feel the responsibility and the burden 
it carries at times. I’ve always felt like no 
one understands and no one cares to,” he 
said. “I always feel like I have to be the one 
to culture and educate my peers from such 
a young age and I still try to instill knowl- 
edge.” 

He said it shouldn’t be his responsibility 
to teach his peers why the n-word is wrong, 
for example. 

Kodwo Ampiah-Bonney expressed his 
anger and fear began in seventh grade after 
Trayvon Martin’s death. 

“From that moment on I have encapsu- 
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lated the mistreatment of people who look 
like me,” he said. ““The method I am forced 
to use is to suppress my frustration and act 
in a certain way to not draw attention as a 
Black man. I want you to know those days 
are Over, too many innocent lives have been 
spilled for me to suppress my anger.” 

Belchertown High School senior, 
Kayleigh Cooper gave examples of racism 
she faced when a classmate called her a 
slave or when a friend said the n-word 
around her. 

Cooper added, “Belchertown needs to do 
better.” 

“These acts of racism, whether you 
believe it is or not, need to stop,’ Cooper 
said. “There will be no more letting it slide. 
I urge Belchertown Schools and the com- 
munity to hold people accountable and let 
people know this isn’t okay.” 

Before reading the action list, Tess 
Mathewson said white people have to do 
more. 

“There is no way to be passive in this 
fight for racial justice because this country 
is built on systems of inequity, inequality 
and racism,’ Mathewson said. “In order to 
disrupt those systems, we must take actions 
including risking our own financial, social 
and even physical safety.” 

The event was ended by calling allies 
into action with the following action list. 

1. Set aside three hours a week to edu- 
cate themselves on what it means to be an 
anti-racist. 

2. Next time you hear a racist joke, don’t 
laugh, ask the person to explain why it’s 
funny. 

3. Read one educational book about 
anti-racism, police brutality, or white 
supremacy before the end of the summer. 

4. Either teach three people the meanings 
of white saviorism, environmental racism, 
and gentrification--or learn the meanings 
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Xavier Williams said the Belchertown Justice 
Collaborative started with a few friends online 
who connected with friends of friends. 


for yourself. 

5. Have an educational anti-racist 
movie night with your family or friends 
once a month for the next twelve months. 
Research the director/producers’ intentions 
when creating the movie. 

6. Spend money at a black owned busi- 
ness at least once a month for the next 
twelve months. 

7. Vote in every election. 

8. Listen to Black artists, but don’t just 
listen, spend time researching the history of 
Black music (and the ways it’s been appro- 
priated). 

9. Lift up Black voices on social media, 





Adwoa Ampiah-Bonney spoke during the Justice 
Collaborative’s vigil about George Floyd's life and 
death one month after his death. 


activists, give them credit when you share 
their content. 

10. Start educating your children! One 
way to do this is to read your children at 
least one book by a Black author a month. 

11. Share this list of actions with other 
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make an effort to follow Black creators and _ people you know learning about this work. 





The crowd at the vigil was asked to hold up their right hand to commit to action items listed by the 
Belchertown Justice Collaborative. 


WEEDS : from page 7 


wine. Tiny, star-shaped flowers are delightful in May and 
June. Plant in a shady spot where moisture is sufficient. 
Divisions are best made in the spring months. 

Periwinkle or vinca is a well-known groundcover suit- 
able to many locations in the landscape. As long as your 
soil is well-drained periwinkle will thrive there, whether it 
be in sun or shade. Shiny, dark green leaves are produced 
on shoots that root easily along the surface of the soil. In 
no time at all a thick mat will form, choking out weeds 
and even desirable plants in its path. Cut back hard or even 
mow to keep in check. Quarter-sized violet blue flowers 
cover the foliage in late spring. Divide anytime but remem- 
ber to water transplants well until they are established. 

Lamium or dead nettle is another groundcover of inter- 
est. Both its flowers and variegated foliage make it worthy 
or cultivation. The term “dead” refers to the plants inabil- 
ity to inflict pain when touched, unlike the other nettle, 
which of course is aptly named stinging nettle. My two 
favorite forms of this plant have yellow flowers. Yellow 
archangel forms more clumps, reaching the height of 10 
inches, whereas ‘Variegatum’ spreads quickly by run- 
ners and grows about 14 inches tall. Both have splotched 
foliage and unique, hooded blooms in late spring. When 
planted in full sun dead nettle requires moist soil. In shad- 
ier locales it tolerates dry soil very well. Utilize it under 
shade trees where grass will not grow. Underplant with late 
blooming tulips or daffodils for an incredible show. 

For more information on these and other groundcovers, 
consult “Herbs in Bloom” by Jo Ann Gardner (Timber 
Press, $24.95). Great pictures and detailed cultural infor- 
mation will reinvigorate you, even this late in the season, 
and even if crabgrass has got the best of your garden. 
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— GRANBY 


WeMEAN issues statement on making schools equitable 


STAFF REPORT 


REGION —- Scott Beaulieu, 
President of the South Hadley 
Education Association and Robbin 
Lamorder, President of the Granby 
Education Association, on behalf 
of the Western Mass Educators 
Action Network (WeMEAN) 
issued the following statement. 

Last November, our 
Commonwealth celebrat- 
ed the passage of the Student 
Opportunity Act, a broadly sup- 
ported landmark piece of legis- 
lation committing the state to a 
$1.5 billion investment in public 
schools over the next seven years 
to better meet the needs of all stu- 
dents. 

That seems like a lifetime ago. 

Our education landscape has 
fundamentally changed as dis- 
tricts grapple to keep students safe 
while we wait for a vaccination to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
The traumatic upheaval brought 
on by the rapid need to transi- 
tion to remote learning has fur- 
ther exposed the inequities with- 
in our public education system. 


And those inequities, especially 
hard felt in schools serving black 
and brown communities, are even 
more alarming as the country con- 
fronts its long, brutal history of 
systemic racism. 

The problems that the Student 
Opportunity Act addressed not 
only still exist but are even more 
dire. Public schools will need 
more resources and personnel to 
successfully meet the needs of stu- 
dents as we continue to deliver 
lessons remotely and strategize 
a safe return to school buildings. 
And as protest after protest have 
made clear, to us—those who edu- 
cate your children — it 1s impera- 
tive that public education is at the 
center of the work necessary to 
create a more just, fair and caring 
society. That means having more 
black and brown teachers in all 
our public schools. That means 
public school districts working 
with black and brown communi- 
ties to develop socially and cultur- 
ally relevant curricula for students 
of all ages. 

Now more than ever, we need 
a robust investment in the educa- 


tional needs — from technology to 
nutrition — of underserved popu- 
lations. 

Resources must be available 
to provide the appropriate oppor- 
tunities for students along the 
entire educational spectrum, no 
matter where those students live. 
Necessary staffing and resourc- 
es must be available not only for 
academic achievement but also 
for students’ social and emotional 
well- being. 

The Western Massachusetts 
Educators Action Network 
(WeMEAN), a coalition of more 
than 30 locals of unionized pub- 
lic-school educators from more 
than two dozen communities, 
recently shared its concerns with 
state legislators examining remote 
learning and planning for the safe 
return to school buildings. 

WeMEAN believes that public 
education is the foundation of our 
communities and our democracy 
and demands that the necessary 
steps be taken for public schools 
to emerge from these dark times 
even stronger. First, we must 
recover, and then we must thrive. 


To achieve that, parents, edu- 
cators, community members and 
leaders must all work togeth- 
er to secure the federal funding 
that will be necessary to stabilize 
our state economy hard hit by the 
financial impact of the coronavi- 
rus crisis. And our state leaders 
must properly allocate funding so 
that our public schools are fully 
supported. 

Understanding what that sup- 
port entails will require the input 
from a broad range of stake- 
holders. This must include the 
often-overlooked input from 
teachers, education support pro- 
fessionals, counselors, nurses, and 
school staff M and of course stu- 
dents and their families. That is 
the only way to make sure that the 
myriad needs in our public educa- 
tion system are clearly understood 
by both decision makers and those 
most closely affected by education 
policy. 

Now is the time for all of us to 
resist the false narrative of failing 
schools; now is the time for all of 
us to seize the opportunity to cre- 
ate a public education model that 1s 


transformational and progressive in 
its inclusivity; and now is the time 
for all of us to be vigilant about 
providing students with the educa- 
tion that they deserve and taking 
collective action to deliver that. 

As we move through a period 
of transitions toward an improved, 
revamped model of public edu- 
cation, it is also important that 
authentic teaching be allowed to 
flourish and that rigid standard- 
ized testing be placed on hold, 
if not outright dropped once and 
for all. Above all else, educators 
want our students to succeed and 
thrive, and that process looks quite 
different from student to student. 
Student success relies on teacher 
expertise, not on standardized test 
scores. We need a public educa- 
tion system that recognizes the 
unique needs of individual stu- 
dents and places more value on 
the personal relationships that 
spark learning than on tests that 
measure narrow skill sets. 

Now more than ever is the time 
to create public schools that are 
academically strong, socially just 
and universally equitable. 
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Seating was available from a distance with aggressive air exchange inside the Belcherto 
gym on Saturday. 


ATM = from page 1 


each other without delay or interruption to 


the meeting. 
“We took every potential set back into 


Lew Louraine of Belchertown Community 
Television helped to make it happen. 

The two said this year’s meeting was 
“much more involved than previous years.” 

“Normally, the high school auditorium 
is already wired. We show up, turn on the 
console and do the meeting,’ Lou Louraine 
said. “When we moved to the gym, we 
had to bring in cameras that were more 
portable, wire in the sound system, test to 
make sure there was a connection with the 
station.” 

He said there were about six people 
and three cameras to be able to record the 
meeting. 

The most difficult aspect of the meeting 
was trying to determine who was talking at 
the beginning of the meeting due to masks, 
according to Louraine. 

Louraine said the problem took five min- 
utes to resolve. 

“It went off pretty much without a 
hitch,” he said. 

In order for people to hear speakers, 
Brougham said there were somewhere 
around 24 live microphones for the public, 
elected officials and the moderators. 

The town was also able to arrange radi- 
os that the Belchertown School Resource 
Officer uses with a talk around channel 
that doesn’t interrupt the public safety fre- 
quency. 

There were radios between the modera- 
tors in order for the moderators to speak to 


account,” said Brougham. “Every person 
involved was there to make certain that it 
occurred.” 

While the meeting went well Brougham 
said he isn’t sure he would want to have a 
fall town meeting the same way. 

“T wouldn’t do it just because someone 
thought it was a good idea,” he said. “The 
auditorium can seat about 900 to 950 with 
a proper sound system and temperature 
control. Only once since 2002 have I seen 
the meeting in the gym. Normally, we have 
the auditorium available with an efficient 
screen and cost effective.” 

To that end, Brougham said a typical 
town meeting would cost the town $3,000 
to $5,000, but this year the meeting cost 
$20,000. The town is eligible to get reim- 
bursed for the expense with stimulus 
money. 

So far, the town reported spending 
$58,000 to the state, related to COVID-19 
to the state about a week ago. This was not 
including town meeting-related expenses. 

Brougham said the meeting was “an 
overwhelming success due to the contri- 
butions, planning and efforts to make it all 
come together.” 

“T don’t believe what we experienced has 
been proposed or attempted by other com- 
munities. Never seen it in my 27 years,” 
Brougham said. “In my opinion as near 
perfect as you could hope tremendous team 
effort so many people.” 


In addition to indoor seating, there was seating available for voters on the tennis courts at Belchertown 
High School with video and audio between both parts of the Annual Town Meeting. 
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— SENIORS 


Belchertown Council on Aging update 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN -—- The BCOA 
announced an increase in services. Although 
the building remains closed to the public 
until further notice, with special permission, 
accommodations and increased safety mea- 
sures, Foot Care and Medical Transportation 
can now be scheduled. 

Until further notice both the Second Best 
Thrift Shop will be closed. 

For the safety of our volunteers who run 
the store, we are delaying the opening of both 
until we know it is safer to do so. 

No donations are currently being accepted 
by the store. Without anyone to receive them, 
they will just go to waste outside. Please 
do not leave any donations until the store 
resumes normal business hours. 


Medical Transportation begins July 1 

Kim is looking forward to hearing from 
you to schedule your medically necessary 
appointments within Belchertown! Please 
call her with questions or to schedule 323- 
0420 ext. 508. 

Appointments with doctors, den- 
tists, for lab work, x-rays and others will 
qualify. Rides will be given in the Senior 
Center van on a one to one ratio - Driver to 
Client. Individuals who reside in the same 
house will be allowed to travel together, how- 
ever that is the only exception to the 1:1 
rule. An individual with an aide does not 
qualify. 

Increased safety measures include: 

Disinfecting the van before and after every 
shift and in between each client’s ride. 

Required face masks or coverings 


Health questionnaire and temperature 
taken with a forehead scanner. 


Foot Care - Scheduling Now 

Missed Foot Care appointments from April 
and May were rescheduled to two dates in 
June. Please call Katy, Kim or Jessica to 
schedule your appointment. Piper has avail- 
ability in July 13 and will resume her month- 
ly schedule of every second Monday to care 
for clients. 

Due to recent events, her rates will be 
changing as of July 1. The clinic appointment 
rate is now $50. She will continue to offer in 
home appointments, and you can be put in 
touch with Piper directly in order to schedule 
those. 


Chat Pack 

Having to stay in, doesn’t mean having 
to be lonely. Other awesome friends of ours 
are feeling the same way. So many are home 
right now and one way to cure the isolation 
blues is to join the Chat Pack. 

Existing BCOA volunteers and friends are 
waiting to talk to you. Would you like to be 
matched up with someone to chat with who 
shares common interests? Call today. 

Can you help? Are you willing to make 
and/or receive a friendly and respectful 
phone call at least once a week? You can 
help others by simply enjoying some conver- 
sation. You may even strike up new friend- 
ships, be introduced to neighbors, other com- 
munity members, or help someone out with 
some company from afar by sharing your 
time. Conversation starters provided. 

While we wait to be together safely in the 
Center. Let’s be together, separately. 


PPP et 


Pit | Td 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. African nation 

7.__ fi (slang) 

10. Not arranged 
according to size 

12.A demand for a 
show of hands in 
a card game 

13. Having a play 
of lustrous 
rainbowlike colors 

14. Panama has one 

15. Taking legal 
action 

16. Top of the body 

17. Part of (abbr.) 

18. Soul and calypso 
song 

19. Murres 

21. Irish river 

22. Accepts as true 

2/7. The Bay State 

28. 1950s Hollywood 
icon 

33. Blood type 


34. In a way, 
became lost 

36. Large primate 

3/7. A spongelike 
cake leavened 
with yeast 

38. Mama _, folk 
singer 

39. Visual metaphor 
(computers) 

40. Trim by cutting 

41. Small group of 
people 

44, Pulitzer-winning 
scientist 

45. Unique 8. 
American 
mammal 

48. Energy, style and 
enthusiasm 

49. One who works 
for you 

50. Snakelike fish 

51. Consumers 





CLUES DOWN 

1. Cylindrical sacs 

2. Extinct North 
Germanic 
language 

3. Late rocker Allman 

4. Word element 
meaning ear 

5. Amino acid (abbr.) 

6. Promotions 

7. Actress Lathan 

8. Clothed 

9. Unwell 

10. Loosen 

11. Cephalopod 
mollusks 

12. at Obdurata: 
Harmful papal 
bull 

14. Musical 
composition 

17. Irish bar 

18. Greek island 

20. Afflict 

23. Goes by 


24. Ambience 

25. Video game 
manufacturer 

26. Surplus Marketing 
Administration 

29. Football position 

30. Electronic musical 
style (abbr.) 

31. Furniture with 
open shelves 

32. Clouds of gas in 
outer space 

35. Indian midwife 

36. Packers’ signal 
caller 

38. Secret political 
clique 

40. Cry weakly 

41.Gomer _, marine 

42. Academic Bill of 
Rights 

43. Negatives 

44, Hip hop icon Kool 
Moe __ 


Call 413-323-0420 ext. 509 for Heather or 
ext. 501 for Katy. 


No AARP tax services available this year 

AARP will not be reopening their tax 
preparation services this season. Although 
BCOA and AARP worked together to try 
to make accommodations in order to offer 
the service, unfortunately they do not have 
enough volunteers to be able to staff the 
service. In addition, AARP now needs to 
rework the way they offer the service as the 
current format of tax preparer and taxpayer 
sitting together will no longer work in our 
new environment. They are working on cre- 
ating a new plan to be approved by the state 
and hope to offer the service next season. No 
alternative options were offered. We’re very 
sorry for the inconvenience! 


Zoom 

Have you ever tried Zoom before? A little 
apprehensive about trying something new? 

Have no fear - we’re here to help. Once 
you try it once, you’ll be more confident. 

Before beginning - please contact Katy by 
phone 413-323-0420 ext. 501 or email kmar- 
tin@belchertown.org. You will be provid- 
ed with Zoom log in instructions and links/ 
meeting IDs for classes you wish to attend. 

Anyone wishing for a group or class to 
be set up that is not listed below, simply call 
or email Katy. We thank our association for 
their continued support of the Center, allow- 
ing this opportunity for remote connection. 


Classes that will be available 
for Zooming in July 
Monthly 

July Ist at 1 p.m. - take a relaxing journey 

with Lori as she leads Guided Meditation. 
Weekly 

Tuesdays at 2 p.m. - Talk to me Tuesday - 
Staff members or volunteers will be ready 
and waiting for you to sign on and say hello. 
This is a perfect opportunity for those who 
are brand new to zoom to work out the nerves 
and technical hiccups that make everyone 
nervous! If you are brave enough to try the 
first time you will quickly fall in love with 
the ease of connecting virtually. 

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. - Join Nancy for 
free Intro to Line Dancing Classes. 

Tuesdays and Fridays at 11:15 a.m. -Tai 
Chi with Ljuba and Lorraine! 

Daily - Keep up with your RSVP Healthy 
Bones and Balance exercises at home by 
visiting 

https://youtu.be/Gs3GFI8hnz8. This link 
can also be found on our April 13 Facebook 


page post. 


Amherst Survival Center 
Mobile Food Pantry 

e (ASC MFP): Third Wednesday Time 
TBD 

e Association Meeting: Meetings resume in 
September 

¢ Brown Bag: second Friday 9 to 11 a.m. 

e Council on Aging Meeting: Via goto- 
meeting - see calendar 

e Decluttering Group: Resumes in August 

¢ Foot Care: second Monday by appt. $50 

e Intro to Line Dancing: Thursday 12:30 
p.m. via zoom 

e Meditation: First Wednesday 1 pm via 
zoom 

e Healthy Bones and Balance (HBB) aka 
Osteo: Go Online: https://youtu.be/ 
Gs3GFI8hnz8 

e Talk to Me Tuesday: 2 p.m. Tuesday 

e Zoom Social Hour - anyone welcome! 

e Tai Chi: Tuesday and Friday 11:15 
a.m. via zoom 


Tell us how to connect with you. We know 
that it can be very hard to be stuck inside for 
so long. Some folks are used to being inside 
most days, however many are not. Although 
some have been working on projects, puz- 
zles, catching up on books and tv, others are 
just plain bored. We’d like to be in touch! 
The BCOA is offering Zoom classes, but for 
those who don’t use computers or aren’t 
tech savvy, how do we help? By joining the 
Chat Pack you can receive a phone call from 
a friendly friend, but would you prefer to 
have a pen pal? Do you email? 

Please let us know how to connect best 
with you and we will make it our priority. 


Belchertown Senior Travel Club 

The Travel Club will be closed until fur- 
ther notice, however Barb, Eileen and Joan 
are working remotely and are happy to help! 
Please call the Senior Center and leave them 
a message with your name and phone number 
so they can return your call! 

Travel Club number is 323-0420 ext. 513. 

Canceled trips - All trips excluding the 
December 8th Salem Cross Inn trip have 
been canceled. Refunds or credits are 
being processed by Travel Club volunteers 
as quickly as possible and your patience is 
appreciated. They will be in touch directly to 
ask your preference. 

If you have yet to receive your refund for 
previously canceled trips please call and 
leave a clear message on the voicemail with 
name, number and address. 

If payment is required for the December 
trip - Please MAIL in all payments to - 

BCOA Travel Club 60 State St. 
Belchertown, MA 01007. 

Checks made payable to Belchertown 
Senior Travel. 

In the memo include which trip the pay- 
ment is for and meal choice. With many 
changes happening at once, the most info 
included is helpful. 


The Senior Center’s fundraising 
group, the BSCCA 

Belchertown Senior Citizens’ Center 
Association - has voted to cancel this year’s 
Holiday Bazaar scheduled for the first 
Saturday of November. Unfortunately, due 
to COVID-19 and social distancing require- 
ments, this year’s bazaar will not be held. 
They hope to see you next year and appreci- 
ate your support and understanding. 


BCOA Community Pantry 

BCOA Community Pantry has been creat- 
ed to offset food insecurity for older adults 
and community members in Belchertown. 
Next to any extra donations from Stop and 
Shop found just outside the front door of 
the Center, you will find shelving where you 
can ‘drop a can or pick it up and all day 
long you'll have good luck’. Please donate 
non-perishables that are new, unopened and 
not expired, and feel welcome to take what 
you need to stay well and fed. Please just 
remember to take precautions and use social 
distancing when visiting this area. 


Volunteers 

Stay tuned. Although we will not get to 
spoil you in person this year at our annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon - Katy has 
some surprises up her sleeve! 

If you’d like to get the newsletter by email 
please log on to https://ourseniorcenter.com/ 
find/belchertown-council-on-aging 

Click subscribe in the middle of the 
page. If you need assistance signing up or 
have questions, call Katy! 





VOTING - from page 3 


tions related to COVID-19. Voters may also 
return absentee ballots via a secure drop 
box. 

Provides tools to assist clerks: 
Acknowledging the increased burden these 
options may place on municipalities and 
clerks, the bill also provides for several 
accommodations to make the logistics of 
processing votes easier. The legislation 
allows for tabulating ballots prior to elec- 
tion day, and it offers pre-addressed enve- 
lopes to voters, so their applications go 


directly to their clerk’s office. 

Makes in-person voting more efficient: 
The bill allows municipalities to con- 
solidate polling places and eliminate the 
check-out table at these locations, allowing 
for a more efficient process and fewer poll 
workers. It also expands who is eligible to 
serve as a poll worker, knowing that many 
current volunteers are seniors who may feel 
less comfortable working in public during 
COVID-19. 

The legislation must now be recon- 
ciled with the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives. 
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PVSSL ready to play at start of Phase 3 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — The Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League is start- 
ing to take shape, and if all goes 
according to plan, the league will 
be able to start up just after the 
Fourth of July holiday. 

Registration has now closed for 
the league for the summer and the 
full schedule of games is being 
finalized. 

Gov. Charlie Baker wanted two 
weeks of data from Phase 2, part 
2, which was centered on allow- 
ing limited indoor dining. 


Phase 3, at minimum, could 
have started earlier this week 
before the slight delay. But trends 
have continued to be positive in 
Massachusetts, as well as the 
nearby Tri-State area. 

Once league play begins, it will 
go through the month of July and 
into early August with the same 
eight-team playoff format. 

League Commissioners Chris 
and Diana Kolodziey were ada- 
mant since May they wanted 
to have a season, even if it was 
delayed or a bit shorter. 

The exact game schedule was 
not available as of press time, but 


it could be anywhere from six to 
10 games. The normal regular 
season schedule has often been 
10 or 11 games. Kolodziey said 
while the high school league rare- 
ly played games on the weekend, 
weekends would be utilized this 
summer in order to fit in as many 
games as possible. 

One difference than in previ- 
ous years due to many obvious 
reasons related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The A Division for high school 
boys will consist of many teams 
that are normally involved, 
including Ludlow, Belchertown, 


Agawam, Wilbraham, and 
Chicopee. Pittsfield and Enfield 
are among newcomers to the 
league this year. 

In the girls A Division, West 
Springfield, last year’s cham- 
pion, leads a field that includes 
Agawam, South Hadley, Monson, 
Ludlow, Wilbraham, and 
Belchertown. Enfield joins the 
league for the first time. 

In the B Division, there are 
usually more teams. There 
are much fewer this summer. 
The Boys league has 12 teams. 
Palmer, South Hadley, Ludlow 
C, Agawam, Belchertown, and 


Wilbraham all have B teams. 
Enfield also joins with a B team. 

The girls B Division will also 
feature a new Enfield team, 
along with Chicopee Comp, 
Granby, Wilbraham B, Ludlow B, 
Belchertown B, Agawam B, and 
Hampshire Regional. 

The Men’s league will have 
just seven teams, including 
Lusitano Red and White and the 
Rumbleseat. Griffin’s Café is also 
a returning team. 

The women’s division includes 
the Lusitano Women, Here For 
Beer, WMass XTremes, and 
Santos among returning teams. 





SUMMER LEAGUE 





Valley Wheel League rookie players lineup to take fly balls. 


Valley Wheel 
gets ready for 
July 9 start 


SPRINGFIELD —- The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League has one final try- 
out on July 5 at 12 noon at Blunt Park in 
Springfield. The league still needs players 
as it plans to resume play with the first game 
scheduled for Thursday, July 9, and continu- 
ing through August. 













PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


League veterans hit fly balls to the rookies 
at the June 28 practice at Blunt Park in 
Springfield. 





Josh Catter throws the ball back to the 
infield. 


Steve Scibelli follows through on a throw after making a catch. 


REGION 


Questions still surrounding 
athletics return this fall 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — A fall season is being 
planned for, but it is still unclear 
what one might look like under 
the new landscape of a COVID-19 
“new normal.” 

According to numerous sources, 
Massachusetts is just one of a few 
states that is on a good track to low- 
ering the infection rate of the coro- 
navirus and keeping the healthcare 
system from being overloaded. 

But as individuals wish to “head 
back on the field,’ it leaves a lot of 
questions, which are jointly being 
considered by high schools and 
the Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association. 

Their first move was to postpone 
the use of MaxPreps as a ranking 
system for teams. It is supposed to 
a method used to provide unifor- 
mity as the state goes to a statewide 
tournament system and eliminates 
the sectional tournament format. 

In Massachusetts, summers 
sports like baseball are looking to 
open up as part of Phase 3 and hold 
some type of competition. 

But schools have still received 
a lot of guidance for how things 
will need to look in the fall, leaving 
a number of schools to consider 
whether a portion of their learning 
will be done remotely, as it was 
done during the past three and a 
half months. 

Schools closer to Boston and 
possibly schools with larger popu- 
lations like in Springfield will have 
to more seriously consider online 
options for school. The MIAA will 
then have to consider what that will 
do for eligibility requirements to 
play a sport. They will also have to 
consider transportation and other 
elements. 

Normally, an individual must 
attend school by a certain time in 
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order to be eligible to practice or 
participate in a contest that day. 
Many teams also require a play- 
er participate in practice the day 
before in order to be eligible to 
play. But if a player is not required 
to physically be in school, how will 
that be handled by the MIAA? 

The “New Normal” until a 
vaccine has been secured for the 
coronavirus will still likely involve 
requiring individuals to wear masks 
or face coverings and to socially 
distance whenever possible. 

In certain sports, like football, 
contact is inevitable. Football also 
draws large crowds on a Friday 
night, and those will need to be 
controlled as well. 

The MIAA has already appoint- 
ed a COVID-19 Task Force that is 
looking at many of these issues. 
The Task Force has not held a 
formal meeting like many of the 
MIAA sub-committees, but has 
issued some different guidance on 
Opening sports. 

The Pioneer Valley is represented 
on the committee by Carol Kruser, 
the principal of Chicopee High 
School. 

Among the measures that have 
been brought forward so far: 
Schools will have the right to 
choose how their academic eligi- 
bility for the fall will be based on 
since formal grading was set aside 
during the final three months of the 
school year. Chemical health sus- 
pensions are being waived for the 
spring. Anyone currently serving 
any type of suspension will receive 
credit for “time served” for the 
spring season. 

As of press time, the fall season 
is scheduled to start on Monday, 
Aug. 24. Football practices will 
begin on Friday, Aug. 21. A Q&A 
done by the MIAA also states that 
championship venues are set to host 
games this fall as of now. 
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Senior athletes features wrapping up 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment will soon be wrapping up its features 
on senior spring athletes 

If you have not seen your senior or their 
sport featured, we encouraged you to send 
photos and info on your son or daughter, 
and encourage you to contact their coach 
to speak with us. 

We have reached out to spring coaches 
and athletic directors, but are still trying to 
collect info on every team that would have 


been involved in this spring’s season. 

We hope to also publish action photos 
of seniors from previous seasons, though 
parents and coaches are encouraged to 
send photos of seniors they would like to 
see published in the upcoming editions of 
the paper. 

All submissions can be made to Sports 
Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at sports@tur- 
ley.com. In the subject line, please identi- 
fy the school and sport you are writing in 
about. Senior athletes are also encouraged 
to write in to talk about the season that 
wasn’t. 





Valley Wheel Baseball tryouts ongoing 


REGION — The Valley Wheel Over-30 
Baseball League is seeking new play- 
ers for the upcoming 2020 season. The 
league is seeking players ages 28 and up. 
Players turning 28 this year are eligible. 
However, only players 30 and older can 
pitch. The league plays 15 regular sea- 
son games with games being held mostly 
on Sundays with a couple of weekday 
games thrown in the mix as well as a 
special Mother’s Day Saturday game in 
early May. However, due to the current 
circumstances, the league schedule has 
been pushed back. The league still plans 


to play its season once bans on gatherings 
are lifted. League tryouts are June 28 
with a possible additional tryout sched- 
uled. The league is built on comradery, 
fair play, and having a good time with 
friends. If interested in trying out, go to 
www.valleywheelbaseball.com. The rules 
of the league and new player forms can 
be found on the site. For further infor- 
mation, you can contact the league’s 
commissioner, Jim Nason at wheell2@ 
comcast.net or call him at (413) 433- 
4308. New players are still needed for the 
abbreviated season 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam-4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pm ° Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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Holyoke rookie makes early 
impact in Street Stock event 


WINCHESTER, NH: This past Saturday, 
Monadnock Speedway received the green 
light from the State of New Hampshire to 
host the 2020 Season Opener. The race 
teams and fans were excited to finally get 
back to the track at the high banked 4 mile. 

First feature of the night was the Pure 
Stocks as Mike Douglas (Northfield, 
Ma) was the early leader. Bruce Clark 
(Greenfield, Ma) was all over the back 
bumper of the Douglas machine as Sammy 
Silva (Alstead, NH) ran third. Lap 17, a 
caution flew for Reagan Buffum (Surry, 
NH) for an overheating issue. On the 
restart, Douglas and Clark ran side by side 
as Douglas regained the lead. On the last 
lap, Clark went to the inside of Douglas 
coming out of turn four and at the line, 
it was Clark for the win followed by 
Douglas, Silva, Damon Roy (Claremont, 
NH), JD Stockwell (Turners Falls, Ma). In 
a post race inspection, Clark was disqual- 
ified for a rules infraction with the win 
being rewarded to Douglas. 

Mini Stocks came rolling off the track 
with some competitors not able to make 
the feature event due to various hard 
wrecks during the qualifier. Kevin Clayton 
(Fitzwilliam, NH) led the field early. 
Gordon Farnum (Fitzwilliam, NH) ran a 
close second with Tim Leblanc (Hinsdale, 
NH) in third. By lap six, Leblanc moved 
into second and began to challenge Clayton 
for the lead. Two laps later, Leblanc spun 
Clayton out of the lead as the caution flew 
and Leblanc was sent to the rear. Farnum 
led the field to the restart as Nathan 
Wenzel (Granby, Ma) and Shelby Avery 
(Bernardston, Ma) battled for third. Farnum 
began to cruise away from the rest of the 
field, Avery looked to the inside of Wenzel 
for the pass but was denied. At the check- 
ers, it was Farnum followed by Wenzel, 
Avery, Doug Curry (Norwich, CT) and 
Leblanc. 

Rookie Tim Wenzel (Holyoke, MA) set 
the pace for the Street Stock feature event. 
Chris Curtis (Rutland, MA) moved into 
the lead early as Wenzel attempted to hold 
off Hillary Renaud (Vernon, CT). Few 
laps later, Jaret Curtis (Rutland, MA) was 
knocking on the back bumper of Renaud 
for third. At the half way mark, Chris 
Curtis pulled away from the field as Jaret 
Curtis almost made it three wide for second 
but backed off as Wenzel remained in sec- 
ond. Lap twenty-two, the caution flew for 
a flat on Chris Riendeau’s race machine. 
On the restart, Chris Curtis held the lead 
as Jaret Curtis moved into second with 
Jimmy Renfrew (Candia, NH) glued to his 


back bumper. Final lap, Chris Curtis took 
down the victory followed by his son Jared 
Curtis, Jimmy Renfrew, Chris Buffone and 
Tim Wenzel. 

It was a battle from the past for the Late 
Model Sportsman feature event as Tyler 
Lescord (Claremont, NH), Aaron Fellows 
(Croydon, NH) and Adam Gray (Granby, 
Ma) battled it out for the lead. Gray quick- 
ly took the lead but felt pressure from 
Fellows who ran second. Robert Hagar ( 
Windsor, VT) worked on the back bumper 
of Lescord for third. Lap 10, a caution flew 
for Camdyn Curtis who hit the front stretch 
wall. On the restart, Fellows took over the 
lead. Lap 17, another caution flew for Bill 
Johnston. On the restart, Fellows continued 
to lead as Gray and Hagar ran side by side 
for second. Hagar made the pass as Fellows 
gained a good lead from the rest of the 
pack. At the wave of the checkered flag, 
it was Fellows followed by Hagar, Gray, 
Justin Littlewood (Athol, Ma) and Lescord. 

The NHSTRA Modifieds took the track 
for the final NASCAR Advanced Auto 
Parts weekly division of the night. Matt 
Kimball (Bennington, NH) took the early 
lead followed by Ben Byrne (Deerfield, 
Ma) and Brian Robie (Sunapee, NH). An 
early caution came out for Brad Zahensky 
in the back stretch wall. The field was able 
to get in one more lap until the caution 
flew again for rookie Solomon Brow. On 
the restart, Kimball continued to lead fol- 
lowed by Robie. Byrne and Trevor Bleau 
(Troy, NH) battled for third. On lap 13, 
Kimball was shuffled back to sixth place 
as Robie took the lead. Lap 16, the cau- 
tion flew for Kimball who suffered a flat 
tire. On the restart, the field attempted to 
complete a lap until Brian Chapin spun in 
turn four causing multiple cars to head into 
the pits for repair. On the restart, Robie led 
the field followed by Byrne, Bleau, Scott 
MacMichael (Newport, NH) and Todd 
Patnode (Swanzey, NH). Lap 25, Byrne 
moved into the inside of Robie and took 
the lead. On lap 37, the caution was out 
again as JT Cloutier, who suffered earlier 
damage from the Chapin spin, spun to the 
infield. On the restart, the caution flew 
again for Brow as he headed to pit row. 
The final restart was single file and on the 
final lap it was Byrne followed by Robie, 
Bleau, Kimball and Patnode. In a post race 
inspection, Byrne was disqualified with 
first place being awarded to Robie. 

This Saturday, racing will return to the 
high banks of Monadnock Speedway fea- 
turing all the weekly divisions. Race Time 
is at 6PM. 





Quabbin League hoping for mid-July start 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley Over-30 
Baseball League is seeking new players 
for 2020 season. The league has six teams, 
several with open roster spots. Last year, 
the league voted to allow players age 28 
and 29 to be able to join the league, though 
players under 30 are not eligible to pitch. 
The cost of the league this season is $192. 
For returning and new players, sign-ups 
have been placed on hold until a determi- 
nation has been made on the season going 
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forward. Sign-ups should resume soon. 
Based on the governor’s re-open plan, the 
league is aiming for a start to the season in 
mid-July with a modified schedule. Games 
are nine innings and metal (BBCOR -3) 
or wood bats are allowed. Fields locations 
are throughout Western Mass. For more 
information on the league, or if you are 
interested in registering, go to https://www. 
quabbinvalleybaseball.org/. The league is 
also in Facebook. 


<<! | NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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i POLICE LOGS 


Belchertown Police 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for 
the weeks of June 17 through June 23. 
The information was provided by a mem- 
ber of the police department based on the 
review of the detailed log summary. This 
feature is designed to provide context and 
explanation to some of the calls police 
respond to every day. Of the 298 calls 
police responded to, there were 13 inci- 
dents, 2 accidents, 8 arrest/summons and 
7 citations. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


Tuesday June 23 

10:48 a.m. — Jamie Chase, 29, 14 Otis 
Avenue, Ware, was arrested on charges 
of operating under the influence of alco- 
hol, negligent operations of a motor vehi- 
cle and a marked lanes violation. The 
Belchertown Police communication cen- 
ter received a report there was Nissan 
with Maryland plates operating erratically 
on Federal Street. The operator was trav- 
elling east and swerving into the break- 
down lane and over into the other lane of 
traffic. Officers located and stopped the 
operator. Officers reported the operator 
smelled like alcohol. A field sobriety test 
was performed, and the operator failed. 
Officers placed the operator under arrest. 
A tow company removed the vehicle and 
the clerk of courts was contacted. The 
operator was released to appear at a later 
date. 

10:58 a.m. —Officers responded to res- 
idence for a report of a physical domestic 
altercation between siblings. As a result, 
a 33-year-old Belchertown female was 
issued a summons for domestic assault 
and battery. 

9:54 p.m. — A 22-year-old Medford 
woman, a 24-year-old Stoughton woman 
and a 21-year-old Medford man were 
issued summons for trespassing. 

An officer was on patrol on Carriage 
Lane when they noticed there was a 
vehicle on the Belchertown State School 
property near one of the buildings. Three 
people approached the officers, who iden- 
tified them and requested them to leave. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Thursday June 18 

9:48 a.m. — An officer took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

1:19 p.m. — An officer responded to 
assist a social service agency after a 
report of a child acting out of control. 

3:03 p.m. — Officers responded to a call 
to assist the Belchertown Fire Department 
with a previous medical response report- 
ed from Meals on Wheels. The person 
wasn’t responding so a forced entry was 
made into the residence. The person was 
evaluated, and it was determined they did 
not need to be transported. 


Friday June 19 

10:30 a.m. — An officer took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:03 a.m. — Officers responded to a 
one-car accident at a business. The vehi- 
cle collided with an overhang which 
caused minor damage to the overhang and 
the vehicle. No injuries were reported. 


11:25 a.m. — Officers responded to a 
two-car accident in a parking lot of a 
business. One vehicle was travelling east- 
bound when it crashed into another vehi- 
cle heading southbound. No injuries were 
reported. 

12:32 p.m. — An officer took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


Saturday, June 20 

10:23 a.m. — A resident spoke with an 
officer about a fraud incident involving 
an eBay gift card. The person had funds 
taken from the cards. 

11:01 a.m. — Officers responded to 
a two-car accident on Daniel Shay’s 
Highway. Two cars were driving north- 
bound when one vehicle stopped to turn 
into a driveway and the other crashed 
into the back of the car. No injuries were 
reported. 

12:43 p.m. — An officer took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


Sunday, June 21 
2:55 — Officers responded to resi- 
dence after a report of an individual who 
had feelings of harming themselves. 
Belchertown Fire and paramedics trans- 
ported the individual to the hospital for an 
evaluation. 


Tuesday, June 23 

8:47 a.m. — Officers spoke with an indi- 
vidual about past incident of breaking and 
entering into a storage unit. The storage 
unit lock was cut and door to the unit was 
open. The individual reported they didn’t 
believe anything taken. No other informa- 
tion is available at this time. 

2:42 p.m. — An officer took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


Granby Police 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 158 calls for 
the week of June 19 through June 25. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. All 
information is provided by the Granby 
Police Department. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


There were no arrests/summons this 
week. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Friday, June 19 
12:19 p.m. — Officers investigated a 
two-car accident on East State Street. No 
injuries were reported. 


Saturday, June 20 
7:41 a.m. — Officers investigated a 
motor vehicle accident on Carver Street. 
The operator drove off the roadway and 
caused property damage. 
11:18 p.m. — Officers investigated theft 
from Cumberland farms. 


Thursday, June 25 
10:06 p.m. — Officers investigated 
motor vehicle accident on Morgan Street. 
The operator drove off the roadway and 
struck a house. Criminal charges were 
issued to the operator. Injuries were 
reported. 





— EDUCATION 


Janice Beetle Books launches 
Poem Pods for kids 


STAFF REPORT 


EASTHAMPTON-—Janice Beetle 
of Janice Beetle Books will launch a 
20-day series of free podcasts for chil- 
dren and families on her website at 
JaniceBeetleBooks.com starting June 22. 

Called Poem Pods, the homegrown 
broadcasts are narrated by Beetle and her 
“feisty” 11-year-old grandson Eli. 

A blog that will post on June 22 will 
offer a complete Poem Pod schedule, out- 
lining posting dates, the names of inter- 
viewees, conversation topics and that day’s 
activities. The pods themselves will begin 
on June 23 and post daily through July 12. 

“As Eli and I say in our homegrown 
broadcasts, Poem Pods are fun poems and 
fun stories for fun people,’ Beetle said. 
“My hope is that they give children encour- 
agement, entertainment and inspiration to 
get them thinking creatively as a summer 
without camps and public swimming pools 
begins.” 

Poem Pods are theme-based and explore 
concepts like family, friendship, inspira- 
tion, vulnerability, fears and asking for 
help. When the day’s poem is about fam- 
ily, for instance, Beetle and her grandson 
discuss the importance of family, and they 
interview a family. 

At the start of each segment, Beetle and 
her grandson talk about Beetle’s writing 
inspirations and education, starting when 
she was six years old, and her grandmother 
gave her a notebook. 

The poems, written by Beetle years ago 
for her two daughters, are short and silly 
and cover topics from dogs and cats to 
family, raindrops, love and friendship. 


They follow the introductory conversation 
and are in the middle of the podcast. 

“Much like a pea is in the center of a pea 
pod,” Beetle said. 

After the day’s poems are read, Beetle 
and her grandson have conversations on 
that day’s theme and offer children an 
activity. And in 11 of the pods, they bring 
on a guest, and Eli conducts an interview 
that extends the discussion. 

The interviews also offer a closer look 
at the inspirations of others along with an 
education into what it’s like to be a writer, 
a medical professional or an air traffic con- 
troller, for instance. 

Along with each audio post, each epi- 
sode will also feature a written transcript 
in the blog feed for those who would rather 
read than listen. Or, some could choose to 
listen while reading along. 

To receive an email when the Poem Pod 
schedule posts, and to receive each day’s 
new Poem Pod post, sign up for the blog at 
JaniceBeetleBooks.com. 

Beetle is a longtime writer and editor 
from Western Massachusetts. Janice Beetle 
Books LLC centers around book devel- 
opment and publishing and is based in 
Easthampton. 

Through Janice Beetle Books, Beetle 
works with writers of all skill levels—as 
well as nonwriters—to help them carry a 
book idea through to publication. She also 
offers writing coaching services. 

Beetle, of Easthampton, holds a bache- 
lor’s degree in English from Westfield State 
College. She also runs Beetle Press, a PR 
firm offering writing, editing and digital 
marketing services to business owners and 
leaders of nonprofit organizations. 


Student wins award in Cricket 
Magazine competition 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN -— Hannah Targan, 12, 
of Belchertown, received second prize in 
the March 2020 cricket league poetry com- 
petition. For this contest, each entrant was 
asked to submit an original poem about a 
pet. 

Hannah’s poem “The battle lapdog” 
appears in the cricket league section of the 
July/August 2020 issue. 

Winners receive recognition and a cer- 
tificate, and the best entries are published 
in the magazine and on its website for chil- 
dren: cricketmagkids.com/contests. 

Cricket features the best short stories, 
poems and articles by the world’s finest 
children’s authors and is illustrated by the 
best artists from here and abroad. 

In each issue, award-winning cricket 
sponsors a different and unique writing or 
art competition, with hundreds of entries 
pouring in each time from enthusiastic 
cricket readers all over the world. 

Founded in 1973, Cricket is published by 
cricket media, also publisher of Babybug, 
the magazine for infants and toddlers ages 
6 months to 3 years, Ladybug for children 
ages 3 to 6, Spider for ages 6 to 9, the non- 
fiction magazines Click, Ask and Muse, 
and the Cobblestone line of history and 
world culture magazines for young people. 
Cricket editorial board members include 
cricket founder Marianne Carus, Roger 


Sutton, Ann Thwaite, Katherine Paterson, 
Linda Sue Park, and Anita Silvey. Carolyn 
Digby Conahan is staff artist. 

Now available in both print and digital 
editions, for more information please visit 
www.cricketmedia.com. 

Here is Targan’s poem: 


The Battle Lapdog 


She prepares herself for combat, 
Every inch of her intense, 

For her main goal is attacking, 

Not just self-defense. 

For those who are craving extreme gore, 
It might make you slightly sad 

If I tell you that the object 

Of her fury is my dad. 

He whispers fiercely in her ear, 
“Good Sissy! Lover Boy!” 

For this little warrior finds his shirt 
More toothsome than any toy. 

The skirmish wages minutes more. 

I roll my eyes and snort 

For other people need the couch... 
But it is enjoyable sport. 

Nobody else comes near the couch 
Because they are not so dumb 

As to unleash Sophie’s wrath 

On their much-needed thumbs. 
Finally, the melee is over 

And after letting their feelings loose 
Sissy and Dad shake hands (or paws) 
And declare a truce. 


Amherst resident places honorable mention in student video contest 


STAFF REPORT 


AMHERST - A student at Amherst 
Regional High School was an honorable 
mention in the League of Women Voters 
of Massachusetts Teen Voting Rights 
Challenge video contest. 

Ian Buchanan’s video “Why 16-Year- 
Olds Should Have the Right to Vote” won 
him $50. 

LWVMA invited Massachusetts high 
school students to create videos address- 
ing the question “should 16-year-olds have 


the right to vote?” The winning entries 
were selected from a large group of entries 
from across the Commonwealth. A panel of 
judges scored each video on criteria includ- 
ing clarity of message, memorability, pre- 
sentation, and creativity. The winners will 
receive awards of $500 (first place); $250 
(second place); $100 (third place); and $50 
(honorable mention). 

“We are thrilled that so many young peo- 
ple made the case for expanding voting 
rights to a younger group through their 
entries in our contest,” said Mary Ann 


Ashton, co-president of LWVMA. 

“We are also proud that the League of 
Women Voters of Massachusetts could pro- 
vide this platform to students who were 
largely working from home during this 
time and were still able to make their voic- 
es heard so eloquently,” said LWVMA 
executive director Pattye Comfort. 

“We are inspired by the students’ 
thoughtfulness about voting and how to get 
their voices heard,” said co-president Judy 
Zaunbrecher. “The League encourages 
young people to learn about and participate 


in civic life to build lifelong habits of civic 
engagement and voting. We are thrilled by 
the participation in the student video con- 
test and congratulate the winners.” 

The contest was sponsored by the 
League of Women Voters of Massachusetts 
Citizen Education Fund, which supports 
programs designed to encourage the active 
and informed participation of citizens in 
democracy and increase understanding of 
public policy issues. Additional support for 
this program was provided by the Salem 
Five Charitable Foundation. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





eo a Wiseaaeran inane "1 
**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 

Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


lg A B Hauling and 
. SS Removal Service 





*#ekKEK*EA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 

patios. roof cleaning/ 

non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 

owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





—~ 


ay) 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 





EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 
Address: 


Town: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


GRANBY 














|= 
yi 
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Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 


for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Add $10 for a second Zone 


or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


BELCHERTOWN. 


Sf BROOKFIELD 





EASTHAMPTON ol 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON : 



















WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIE! 





BRIMFIELD 


‘ Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 









Residential 
Circulation: 
59, 000 








WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


‘ WILBRAHAM 


Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran's Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex- 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 


States Zip: Add a third ZONE 55,00 
Subtotal 
Xx Number of Weeks 


TOTAL Enclosed 


ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


a 


Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 
Card #: 


X per week rate = $ 
LI Cash lL) Check# 
CVV 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


(J MasterCard VISA (J Discover 


Exp. Date 





Amount of charge: Date: 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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— PUBLIC NOTICES 
SALE OF MOTOR appearance at: Hampshire’ ed as Personal Representa- Court. Belchertown Belchertown 
VEHICLES Probate and Family Court _ tive(s) of said estate to serve Date: June 24, 2020 Conservation Commission Conservation Commission 
Pursuant to MA Gen. before 10:00 a.m. on the Without Surety on the bond Michael J. Carey LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 
Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of — return day of 08/05/2020. in an unsupervised adminis- Register of Probate Pursuant to the authori- Pursuant to the authori- 
July 17, 2020 the following This is NOT a hearing tration. 7/02/2020 ty of Massachusetts General ty of Massachusetts General 
motor vehicles will be for date, but a deadline by which IMPORTANT NOTICE Laws Chapter 131, Section Laws Chapter 131, Section 
sale to satisfy a garage keep- you must file a written appear- You have the right to 40 (Wetlands Protection Act) 40 (Wetlands Protection Act) 
ers lien: ance if you object to this pro- obtain a copy of the Petition Public Hearing and the Belchertown Wetland and the Belchertown Wetland 
Vehicle: 2003 Chevrolet ceeding. from the Petitioner or at the Special Permit Bylaw, the Belchertown Bylaw, the Belchertown 
Malibu WITNESS, Hon. Linda S = Coyrt. You have a right to Legal Notice Conservation Commission Conservation Commission 
Vin: 1GIND52JX3M572132 Fidnick, First Justice of this Belchertown will hold a public hearing’ will hold a public hearing 


Color: Green 

LKO: Jason L Smith 
Address: 141 Moxon St 
Indian Orchard, MA 01151 


Vehicle: 2002 Dodge Dakota 
Vin: 1B7GG32X02S5 10698 
Color: Grey 
LKO: Gabrielle Stevenson 
Address: 103 Main St #2B 
South Hadley, MA 01075 
Relentless Towing 
Belchertown, MA 
413-530-3804 
7/2, 7/9, 7/16/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. HS20C0044CA 
In the matter of: 
Pamela Anne Canuel-Cole 
CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Pamela Anne Canuel- 
Cole of Belchertown, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name 
to: 
Pamela Anne Canuel 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 


Court. 
Date: June 22, 2020 
Michael J Carey 
Register of Probate 
7/02/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, 

MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. HS20P0308EA 
Estate of: 

Kevin L. Douville 
Also known as: 

Kevin Leo Douville 
Date of Death: 04/26/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Karen R. Mercier 
of Belchertown, MA request- 
ing that the Court enter a for- 
mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Karen R. Mercier of 
Belchertown, MA be appoint- 
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STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 


Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 


dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 


(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 
MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. EX- 
PERIENCED ONLY. RB Enterprises 
413-583-8393 


TOWN OF WARREN 
WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OPERATOR 
The Town of Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting Applica- 
tions for a Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Assistant Chief Operator. Salary is in 
accordance with the Town's current 

wage Classification plan. 

Applicants must possess a Massachu- 
setts Grade 5 Operators License and 
valid MA Driver's license. 

Job descriptions and applications are 
available at the Warren Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, 2527 Main Street, 
West Warren, MA 01092 The position 
will remain open until filled. 

Warren is an EOE. 





LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 





Find a aod home or 
adopt your next pet here! 


object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 08/05/2020 . 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Linda S 
Fidnick, First Justice of this 


Planning Board 
In accordance with the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40A, Section 11, the 
Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing to discuss a Site 
Plan Approval application for 
a garage and storage building 
with associated parking, sub- 
mitted by The Dressel Group, 
LLC., 625 State Street, Map 
252, Lot 40, Belchertown, 
MA. 
A public hearing will be 
held as follows: 
Place:Remotely by 
Planning Board, Belchertown 
Date: July 14, 2020 
Time: 7:00 pm 
Please join my meeting 
from your computer, tablet or 
smartphone. 
https:l/global. gotomeeting. 
com/j oin/5715 86205 
You can also dial in using 
your phone. 
(For supported devices, tap 
a one-touch number below to 
join instantly.) 
United States:+ 1 (571) 
317-3122 
-One-touch: tel:+ 
15713173122,571586205# 
Access Code: 571-586-205 
The application is avail- 
able for inspection on the 
Belchertown.org- Planning 
Board website. 
James Natle, Chairman 
Planning Board 
6/25, 7/02/2020 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BROOKFIELD 1 BR 2nd fl, off-street 


parking, $580/ mo + utilities. Must have 
good rental history 413-262-5082 


o) 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING ‘ot 


OPPORTUNITY 





Hampden Housing Authority 
Elderly/Handicapped Housing 


Currently seeking applicants for our 
Elderly/Handicapped TWO bedroom housing program 
at Centennial Commons in Hampden, Mass. These 
units are located on the second floor. There are no 
elevators. The maximum net income for a two person 
household is $54,650. Interested applicants may obtain 
a housing application by calling 


(413) 566-8157 





EHO 


on Monday, July 13, 2020 
at 7:00 PM Lawrence 
Memorial Town Hall, 
Room 101. The purpose of 
this hearing is to review a 
Notice of Intent for the con- 
struction of an educational 
trail at Lake Wallace, State 
Street & Whitlock Way, 
Map & Parcels 250-55, 250- 
57 & 250-58.01. Any per- 
son interested in this matter 
should appear at the time and 
place designated. 

7/02/2020 


on Monday, July 13, 2020 
at 7:00 PM Lawrence 
Memorial Town Hall, 
Room 101. The purpose of 
this hearing is to review a 
Notice of Intent for the con- 
struction of a single family 
home at Lot 2(B) Sabin St., 
Map 247, Lot 47. Any per- 
son interested in this matter 
should appear at the time and 
place designated. 

7/02/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


MONSON - 3-ROOM immaculate 
apartment- appliances, off-street park- 
ing, trash removal, NO pets/smoking, 
FLS required $625/ mo. Call 413- 
267-3577 


SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARREN LG. 3 BR off-street park- 
ing, gas heat, appliances. Housing as- 
sistance acceptable. Very good rental 
history. 413-262-5082 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Support our community 











FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classitied 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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PHOTO BY MASS ‘COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 3RD CLASS WILL HARDY 
The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 94) departs Safaga, Egypt after a port visit, July 20, 2019. 
On June 23, 2020, while peacefully operating in the Caribbean Sea, USS Nitze conducted a freedom of navigation operation, 
contesting an excessive maritime claim by Venezuela. 


U.S. Navy conducts Freedom of Navigation Operation 


STAFF REPORT 


CARIBBEAN SEA - While 
peacefully operating in the 
Caribbean Sea, the U.S. Navy 
Arleigh Burke-class guided mis- 
sile destroyer USS Nitze (DDG 
94) conducted a freedom of nav- 
igation Operation, contesting 
an excessive maritime claim by 
Venezuela. 

Paul Nitze was born in Amherst 
and served as the 54th Secretary 
of the Navy under Lyndon B. 
Johnson. The USS Nitze is his 
namesake. 

The U.S. Navy ship conduct- 
ed the operation in international 
waters outside Venezuela’s 12 
nautical-mile territorial jurisdic- 


tion. During the operation, the 
ship lawfully navigated an area 
the illegitimate Maduro regime 
falsely claims to have control over, 
a claim that is inconsistent with 
international law. 

The U.S. Navy routinely con- 
ducts freedom of navigation opera- 
tions around the world to preserve 
the maritime navigation and access 
rights guaranteed to all nations and 
vital to the global mobility of U.S. 
forces. 

Global access to international 
waters protects U.S. national inter- 
ests, promotes a just international 
order, and ensures the U.S. Navy 
can accomplish key missions, 
including humanitarian assistance 
deployments, disaster relief oper- 


ations, support to international 
counter-narcotics efforts and mul- 
tinational exercises that strengthen 
regional partnerships. 

U.S. Navy and Coast Guard 
ships are currently operating in the 
Caribbean as part of the President’s 
enhanced counter narcotics oper- 
ation. 

“The United States will continue 
to fly, sail and operate wherever 
international law allows, preserv- 
ing the rights, freedoms and lawful 
use of the sea and airspace guar- 
anteed to all nations,’ said Adm. 
Craig Faller, Commander of U.S. 
Southern Command. “These free- 
doms are the bedrock of ongoing 
security efforts, and essential to 
regional peace and stability.” 


& Our Loyal Customers 


During these times please know we are here to help care for your pets. 





Big E cancelled for 2020 


STAFF REPORT 


SPRINGFIELD — The staff 
and trustees of Eastern States 
Exposition have made the deci- 
sion to cancel the 2020 Big E for 
the safety of our fairgoers, staff, 
vendors, entertainers, exhibi- 
tors, sponsors, suppliers and the 
broader community according to 
a press release Monday. 

There is precedent in the 
Exposition’s 104-year history 
when the fair was put on hold 
during WWI and for five years 
during WWII. They’ve made it 
through difficult times before... 
the Flood of 1936...the Hurricane 
of 1938 and, 9-11, and together 


ARTICLES - from page 1 


Using funds from the 2020 fis- 
cal year, the department requested 
$5,000 for a one-year lease for the 
motorcycle, detail work and the 
training of the officers. 

He added that if the town want- 
ed to renew the lease, the depart- 
ment would request for another 
$5,000 at the next Annual Town 
Meeting. 

Similarly, voters approved a 
lease for the canine cruiser by 
majority for one year. 


Citizens petition 
Conservation Commissioner 
Erica Cross said the resolution 
was made in conjunction with 
Belchertown High School stu- 
dents. 


“we'll get through these unprec- 
edented times as well,” according 
to the press release. 

“We know our faithful fair- 
goers will be disappointed,’ the 
release reads. “This decision was 
difficult and complex but we all 
know in our hearts that it’s the 
right thing to do for the health 
and safety of the 1.6 million peo- 
ple who support us each year.” 

The next Big E will be from 
September 17 to October 3, 2021. 

All purchases for the Zach 
Williams concert, scheduled for 
September 20, will be refunded 
in full. The Big E Box Office will 
be contacting ticket purchasers 
directly. 


“This is really a statement from 
the high school science students 
that they really want to be part of 
our civic action and promote this 
throughout our town,’ Cross said. 

The resolution, which is 
non-binding, encourages the town 
to be more pollinator-friendly by 
planting more pollinator-friend- 
ly forage, avoiding plants that 
are treated with insecticides and 
reducing the mowing schedule, 
according to the article. 

“It would be non-binding — 
meaning the town doesn’t have 
to adhere to any of the rules but 
having discussions with the DPW 
management, the idea of mini- 
mizing their mowing is not some- 
thing they would object to,’ Cross 
said. “Those would be things the 
town would do.” 

The article passed by majority. 


YOUR SAFETY 1S OUR SAFETY cst today to schedule 


To All Emergency Responders, Essential Employees A Free Meet & Greet! 


413.835.PETZ (7389) 
www.rileypetcare.com 





Pet Sitting, Dog Walking and Overnights 


BUSINESS SERVICE 


R E Cc Tr ©O R YY 


AUTO BODY 


REECE AUTO BODY Com- 
plete Auto Body, Paint 
& Repair” auto glass, 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664. 


BANQUET FACILITIES 


HALL FOR RENT All functions. 
Kitchen available. Seating for 
96. Granby American Legion. 
Call (413) 467-9545. 
granbylegionpost266.com 








ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413- 
323-1122. John Alix, Owner. 


ey 


COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 
413-323-6012. Great cuts for 
men and women $16.00. A full 
service hair salon. Open Tue- 
Sat., evening hours available. 


HEATING & AIR 





CONDITIONING 


WHITING ENERGY, Est. 1870. 
Complete Fuel Oil Heating 
Service. 24 hr. 7 days a week 
service. Call 413-323-5737. 


BELL & HUDSON INSUR- 
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413- 
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health. 


OUTDOOR POWER 





EQUIPMENT 


BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358. 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


D.F. PLUMBING 
& MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTORS are now 
offering plumbing services to 
Belchertown and surrounding 
town. Scheduling appointments 
Monday-Friday, 8 am to 4pm. 
Call 413-323-9966. 


ROBERTS ROOF CoO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395 
www.robertsroofsinc.com 








RUBBISH REMOVAL 


R.M. NIETUPSKI 
TEMPORARY DUMPSTERS, 
10-30yards for removing con- 
struction, demolition, metal 
and household debris of all 
types. Serving Belchertown 
and all surrounding towns. 
(413) 283-4333. 


SEPTIC TANK PUMPING 





LATOUR WILSON SEPTIC 
TANK PUMPING SERVICE. 
Residential, commercial, “D. 
E.P. suggests pumping septic 
tank every 3 years.” MA D.E.P. 
certified. Brian Wilson, owner. 
413-323-4569. 





AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower repairs. 330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867. 








TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 323-5999 





